Singing of, and to, the Well – Parshat Hukkat, 5782
(מי ִם׃ )ס
ֶ ֨ וִּמ ָ ֖שּׁם ְבּ ֵ ֑אָרה ִ֣הוא ַהְבֵּ֗אר ֲא
ֶ ֔ ֹ שׁר אָ ַ ֤מר ה׳ ְלמ
ֽ ָ שׁה ֱאס ֹ֙ף ֶאת־ָהָ֔עם ו ְֶאְתּ ָ ֥נה ָל ֶ ֖הם
ִ שָׂרֵ֔אל ֶאת־ַה
שּׁי ָ֖רה ַה ֑זּ ֹאת
ְ ִ ָ֚אז י ִָ֣שׁיר י
ֲע ִ֥לי ְב ֵ ֖אר ֱענוּ־ ָֽלהּ׃
ָ ְבֵּ֞אר ֲחָפ ֣רוָּה
שׂ ִ֗רים ָכּ֙רוּ ָ֙ה
שֲׁענ ֹ ָ ֑תם
ְ נְִדי ֵ ֣בי ָהָ֔עם ִבְּמח ֹ ֵ ֖קק ְבִּמ
ִ ְ שׁ ָ ֖קָפה ַעל־ְפּ ֵ ֥ני ַהי
(שׁי ֽמ ֹן׃ )פ
ְ שׁ֙ר ִבּ
ְ ִשׂ ֵ ֣דה מוָֹ֔אב ֖ר ֹאשׁ ַהִפְּס ָ ֑גּה ו ְנ
ֶ וִּמִמְּד ָ ֖בּר ַמָתָּנ ֽה׃ וִּמַמָּתּ ָ ֖נה נֲַחִלי ֵ ֑אל וִּמנֲַּחִלי ֵ ֖אל ָבּֽמוֹת׃ וִּמָבּ֗מוֹת ַהַגּי ְ֙א ֲא
1. Numbers 21:16-20
And from there to Be’er, which is the well where YHVH said to Moses, “Assemble the people that I may give them
water.”
Then Israel sang this song:
Spring up, O well—sing to it—
The well which the chieftains dug,
Which the nobles of the people started
With maces, with their own staffs.
And from Midbar [or with the Septuagint “from the well”] to Mattanah, and from Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from
Nahaliel to Bamoth, and from Bamoth to the valley that is in the country of Moab, at the peak of Pisgah, overlooking the
wasteland [or “Jeshimon].”
2. Mishnah Avot 5:6
Ten things were created on the eve of the Sabbath at twilight, and these are they: [1] the mouth of the earth, [2] the
mouth of the well, [3] the mouth of the donkey, [4] the rainbow, [5] the manna, [6] the staff [of Moses], [7] the shamir,
[8] the letters, [9] the writing, [10] and the tablets. And some say: also the demons, the grave of Moses, and the ram of
Abraham, our father. And some say: and also tongs, made with tongs.
3. R' Ovadiah ben Abraham of Bartenura (Italy, Land of Israel, 15th-16th cent)
”and the mouth of the well”: The well of Miriam that went with Israel in the wilderness on all of the journeys. And some
say, that it opened its mouth and uttered song, as it stated (Numbers 21:17), "rise up, O well; answer it."
4. Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter (Poland, 19th cent), S’fat Emet, Hukkat, 1874
The mouth of the well was created on Shabbat Eve at twilight. As it is written, “Drink water from your cistern and fluids
from your well” (Proverbs 5:15). Cistern is gathered waters, and well is a flowing spring. In every Jew there is an inner
life-point. As it is written, “And [God] blew into his nose the breath of life” (Genesis 2:7). Only, a person must find this
point. It is a person’s work to have all of his actions drawn by this point. This is, “Drink water from your cistern,” which is
work during the [regular] days of the week. On the Holy Sabbath, “and fluids from your well,” because the well is
opened and a new light comes, and that is the supplementary soul.
4. Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 9a
Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: Three good sustainers rose up for the Jewish people during the exodus from
Egypt, and they are: Moses, Aaron and Miriam. And three good gifts were given from Heaven through their agency, and
these are they: The well of water, the pillar of cloud, and the manna. The well was given in the merit of Miriam; the pillar
of cloud was in the merit of Aaron; and the manna in the merit of Moses.
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When Miriam died the well disappeared, as it is stated: “And Miriam died there” (Numbers 20:1), and it says thereafter
in the next verse: “And there was no water for the congregation” (Numbers 20:2). But the well returned in the merit of
both Moses and Aaron.
5. Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin (Lithuania, 19th cent), Haamek Davar on Numbers 21:18:1
The well dug by princes. In the period that they were in the Wilderness, and the well was next to the Tent of Meeting,
the princes, i.e., the leaders, would dig somewhat deeply so that a river would flow to their tribe. And afterwards: The
nobles of the nation excavated additionally, to make more rivulets, so there would be a lesser burden on the people.
The kind hearted people of the nation would make small diggings extending from the large diggings to draw the water to
their family.
6. Babylonian Talmud, Nedarim 55a-b
The son of Rav Shmuel commanded his workers that they give thirteen thousand dinars to Rava from the crop [alalta]
produced in his fields on the banks of the Panya River.
Rava sent this question before Rav Yosef: What is called alalta; what crops are included in the category of alalta?
Rav Yosef said: It is as it is taught: And they agree with regard to one who vows that tevua (grain) is forbidden to him
that it is prohibited for him to eat from only the five species of grain; just as tevua includes only the five species, so too
alalta includes only the five species.
Abaye said to him: Are the two cases comparable? Although tevua means grain and includes only the five species, alalta
means crop and includes all items that grow.
The messengers returned with the answer to his question and came before Rava.
He said: That was not a dilemma for me, i.e., the fact that alalta means all items that grow. This is the matter that is a
dilemma for me: What is the legal status of profits from the rent of houses and the rent of boats? Do we say: Since they
depreciate, their legal status is not comparable to that of a crop? Only items that are consistently profitable are similar
to crops. House boats deteriorate with use, and their depreciation diminishes the profits. Or perhaps, since their
depreciation is not conspicuous, their legal status is comparable to that of a crop.
The Rabbis stated Rava’s reaction before Rav Yosef.
Rav Yosef said: And since he does not need us, and he believes that he knows the answer himself, why did he send us
the question? Rav Yosef became angry with Rava.
Rava heard that Rav Yosef was angry and came before him on Yom Kippur eve to appease him. He found the attendant
of Rav Yosef, who was diluting a cup of wine with water before him.
Rava said to the attendant: Give me the cup so that I will dilute the wine for him.
The attendant gave it to him and Rava diluted the cup of wine.
While Rav Yosef, who was blind, was drinking the wine, he said: This dilution is similar to the dilution of Rava, son of Rav
Yosef bar Ḥama, who would dilute wine with more than the standard amount of water.
Rava said to him: Correct, it is he.
Rav Yosef said to Rava: Do not sit on your feet until you tell me the explanation of this matter: What is the meaning of
that which is written: “And from the wilderness Mattana and from Mattana Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel Bamot”
(Numbers 21:18–19)?
Rava said to him that it means: Once a person renders himself like a wilderness, deserted before all, the Torah is given to
him as a gift [mattana], as it is stated: “And from the wilderness Mattana.” And once it is given to him as a gift, God
bequeaths [naḥalo] it to him, as it is stated: “And from Mattana Nahaliel.” And once God bequeaths it to him, he rises to
greatness, as it is stated: And from Nahaliel, Bamot, which are elevated places. And if he elevates himself and is arrogant
about his Torah, the Holy One, degrades him, as it is stated: “And from Bamot the valley” (Numbers 21:20). And not only
is he degraded, but one lowers him into the ground, as it is stated: “And looking over [nishkafa] the face of the
wasteland” (Numbers 21:20), like a threshold [iskopa] that is sunken into the ground. And if he reverses his arrogance
and becomes humble, the Holy One, elevates him, as it is stated: “Every valley shall be lifted” (Isaiah 40:4).
When Rav Yosef heard that interpretation, he understood that Rava was aware of the error of his ways in acting
arrogantly toward his teacher, and was pacified by Rava’s display of humility.
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