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In Those Days There Was No King, The Finale! - Judges 21 

 
ֹמאֵל הָּ֖פְצִּמַּב עַּ֥בְִׁשנ לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי ׁשיְִ֣או ָֹבַּיו ׃הָּֽׁשִאְל ןִָ֖מְינִבְל ֹוּ֛תִּב ןִֵּ֥תי־א? ּוּנֶּ֔מִמ ׁשיִ֣א ר֑  יֵ֖נְפִל בֶרֶ֔עָה־דַע ֙םָׁש ּובְׁשֵַּ֤יו לֵ֔א־תיֵּֽב ֙םָעָה א֤

ַֹּיו ׃לֹוֽדָג יִ֥כְּב ּוּ֖כְִבַּיו םָ֔לֹוק ּו֣אְִׂשַּיו םיִ֑ה?ֱאָה ֹז הְָתיָ֥ה לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣ה?ֱא ׳ה הָ֗מָל ּו֔רְמא֣  ׃דָֽחֶא טֶבֵׁ֥ש לֵ֖אָרְִׂשּיִמ םֹוּ֛יַה דֵ֥קָּפִהְל לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב תא֖
 )פ( ׃םיִֽמָלְׁשּו תֹוֹ֖לע ּו֥לֲַעַּיו ַחֵּ֑בְזִמ םָׁ֖ש־ּונְִבַּיו םָ֔עָה ּומיִּ֣כְַׁשַּיו תָ֔רֳחׇּמִֽמ ֙יְִהֽיַו

1-4   Now the men of Yisra᾽el had sworn in Miżpe, saying, None of us shall give his daughter to Binyamin to 
wife. 
And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till evening before God, and lifted up their voices, 
and wept very bitterly; and said, O Lord God of Yisra᾽el, why is this come to pass in Yisra᾽el that there should 
be to-day one tribe lacking in Yisra᾽el? 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built there an altar, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. 

 
 ׳ה־לֶא הָ֨לָע־א? רֶׁ֠שֲאַ֠ל הְָ֗תיָה הָ֜לֹודְּגַה הָ֨עּובְּׁשַה ֩יִּכ ׳ה־לֶא לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי יֵ֥טְבִׁש־לׇּכִמ לָ֛הָּקַב הָ֧לָע־א? רֶׁ֨שֲא יִ֠מ לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב ּ֙ורְמֽאַֹּיו

ֹמאֵל הָּ֛פְצִּמַה ַֹּיו ויִ֑חָא ןִָ֖מיְנִּב־לֶא לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי ֣יֵנְּב ּ֙ומֲֽחָּנִַּיו ׃תָֽמּוי תֹו֥מ ר֖  םֶ֛הָל הֶׂ֥שֲַעּנ־הַמ ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשּיִמ דָ֖חֶא טֶבֵׁ֥ש םֹוּ֛יַה עַּ֥דְִגנ ּו֔רְמא֣
ַנֲַאו םיִָׁ֑שנְל םיִ֖רָתֹוּנַל  ׃םיִָֽׁשנְל ּוניֵ֖תֹונְּבִמ םֶ֥הָל־תֵּת יִּ֛תְלִבְל ׳הַֽב ּונְעַּ֣בְִׁשנ ּ֙ונְח֙

5-7   And the children of Yisra᾽el said, Who is there among all the tribes of Yisra᾽el that came not up with the 
congregation to the Lord? For they had made a great oath concerning him that came not up to the Lord to 
Miżpe, saying, He shall surely be put to death. 
And the children of Yisra᾽el relented on account of Binyamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe cut off 
from Yisra᾽el this day. How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by the Lord that 
we will not give them of our daughters to wives? 

 
ַֹּיו ְו הָּ֑פְצִּמַה ׳ה־לֶא הָ֥לָע־א? רֶׁ֛שֲא לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣טְבִּׁשִמ ֙דָחֶא יִ֗מ ּו֔רְמא֣ ֵּנִה֠  ׃לָֽהָּקַה־לֶא דָ֖עְלִּג ׁשיֵָ֥בּיִמ הֶ֛נֲחַּמַֽה־לֶא ׁשיִ֧א־אָב א֣? ה֠
 ׃דָֽעְלִּג ׁשֵָ֥בי יֵ֖בְׁשֹוּיִמ ׁשיִ֔א ֙םָׁש־ןיֵֽא הֵּ֤נְִהו םָ֑עָה דֵ֖קָּפְִתַּיו

8-9   And they said, Which one is there of the tribes of Yisra᾽el that came not up to Miżpe to the Lord?  
And, behold, there came none to the camp from Yavesh-gil῾ad to the assembly. 
For the people were numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of Yavesh-gil῾ad there. 

 
ֹמאֵל םָ֜תֹוא ּוּ֨וְַצַיו ִליָ֑חֶה יֵ֣נְּבִמ ׁשיִ֖א ףֶלֶ֛א רָׂ֥שָע־םֵינְׁש הָ֗דֵעָה םָׁ֣ש־ּוחְלְִׁשַּיו  םיִָׁ֖שּנְַהו בֶרֶ֔ח־יִפְל ֙דָעְלִּג ׁשֵָ֤בי יֵ֨בְׁשֹוי־תֶא םֶ֞תיִּכְִהו ּו֠כְ֠ל ר֗
 הָ֣רֲַענ ֙תֹואֵמ עַּ֤בְרַא דָ֗עְלִּג ׁשיֵָ֣בי ׀ יֵ֣בְׁשֹוּיִמ ּו֞אְצְִמּֽיַו ׃ּומיִֽרֲחַּת רָ֖כָז־בַּכְׁשִמ תַעַֹ֥די הָּׁ֛שִא־לְׇכו רָ֗כָז־לׇּכ ּוׂ֑שֲעַּת רֶׁ֣שֲא רָ֖בָּדַה הְֶ֥זו ׃ףָּֽטְַהו

 )פ( ׃ןַֽעָנְּכ ץֶרֶ֥אְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ה֔?ִׁש ֶ֙הנֲחַּמַֽה־לֶא םָ֤תֹוא ּואִָ֨בַּיו רָ֑כָז בַּ֣כְׁשִמְל ׁשיִ֖א הָ֛עְָדי־א? רֶׁ֧שֲא הָ֔לּותְב
 

10-12   And the congregation sent there twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, 
saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of Yavesh-gil῾ad with the edge of the sword, with the women and the 
children. 
And this is the thing that you shall do, you shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman that has lain 
with a man. 
And they found among the inhabitants of Yavesh-gil῾ad four hundred young virgins, that had known no man 
carnally: and they brought them to the camp to Shilo, which is in the land of Kena῾an. 
 

 םיִָׁ֔שּנַה ֙םֶהָל ּו֤נְִּתַּיו איִ֔הַה תֵ֣עָּב ֙ןִָמְינִּב בׇׁשַָּ֤יו ׃םֹוֽלָׁש םֶ֖הָל ּו֥אְרְִקַּיו ןֹוּ֑מִר עַלֶ֣סְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא ןִָ֔מְינִב יֵ֣נְּב־לֶא ּ֙ורְּבְַדֽיַו הָ֔דֵעָ֣ה־לׇּכ ּ֙וחְלְִׁשּֽיַו
 ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשי יֵ֥טְבִׁשְּב ץֶרֶּ֖פ ,ה הָׂ֧שָע־ֽיִּכ ןִָ֑מיְנִבְל םָ֖חִנ םָ֥עְָהו ׃ֽןֵּכ םֶ֖הָל ּו֥אְצָמ־אְ?ו דָ֑עְלִּג ׁשֵָ֣בי יְֵׁ֖שּנִמ ּוּ֔יִח רֶׁ֣שֲא
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13-15   And the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Binyamin that were in the rock 
Rimmon, and to call peaceably to them. 
And Binyamin returned at that time; and they gave them the wives whom they had saved alive of the women 
of Yavesh-gil῾ad: and yet they sufficed them not. 
And the people felt regret for Binyamin, because the Lord had made a breach in the tribes of Yisra᾽el. 
 

ַֹּיו ׃הָּֽׁשִא ןִָ֖מְינִּבִמ הָ֥דְמְִׁשנ־ֽיִּכ םיִָׁ֑שנְל םיִ֖רָתֹוּנַל הֶׂ֥שֲַעּנ־הַמ הָ֔דֵעָֽה יֵ֣נְקִז ּ֙ורְמֽאַֹּיו  טֶבֵׁ֖ש הֶ֥חִָּמי־אְ?ו ןִָ֑מְינִבְל הָ֖טיֵלְּפ תַּׁ֥שְֻרי ּו֔רְמא֣
ַנֲַאו ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשּיִמ ֹמאֵל֙ לֵאָרְִׂשי־ֽיֵנְב ּו֤עְּבְִׁשנ־ֽיִּכ ּוניֵ֑תֹונְּבִמ םיִָׁ֖שנ םֶ֥הָל־תֵתָל לַ֛כּונ א֥? ּונְח֗  )פ( ׃ןִָֽמְינִבְל הָּׁ֖שִא ןֵֹ֥תנ רּו֕רָא ר֔

16-18   Then the elders of the congregation said, What shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the 
women are destroyed out of Binyamin? 
And they said, There must be an inheritance for them that are escaped of Binyamin, that a tribe be not 
destroyed out of Yisra᾽el. Yet we may not give them wives of our daughters: for the children of Yisra᾽el have 
sworn, saying, Cursed be he that gives a wife to Binyamin. 

 
 בֶגֶּ֖נִמּו הָמֶ֑כְׁש לֵ֖א־תיֵּֽבִמ הָֹ֥לעָה הָּ֔לִסְמִ֨ל ׁשֶמֶּׁ֔שַה הָ֣חְרְזִמ֙ לֵא־תיֵֽבְל ָהנֹו֤פְּצִמ רֶׁ֞שֲא הָמיִָ֗מי ׀ םיִָ֣מּיִמ ֹו֜לִׁשְּב ׳ה-גַח ֵ֩הּנִה ּו֡רְמֹאַּיו
ֹמאֵל ןִָ֖מְינִב יֵ֥נְּב־תֶא ]ּוּ֕וְַצַיו[ )וציו)׃ֽהָנֹובְלִל ְו םֶ֗תיִאְרּו ׃םיִֽמָרְּכַּב םֶּ֥תְבַרֲַאו ּו֖כְל ר֑ ֵּנִה֠ ֵי־םִא ה֠  ֙םֶתאָצֽיִו ֒תֹוֹלחְּמַּב לּו֣חָל ֹ֮וליִׁש־תֹונְב ּו֥אְצ֨
ָיְָהו ׃ןִָֽמְינִּב ץֶרֶ֥א םֶּ֖תְכַלֲַהו ֹו֑ליִׁש תֹו֣נְּבִמ ֹוּ֖תְׁשִא ׁשיִ֥א םֶ֛כָל םֶּ֥תְפַטֲַחו םיִ֔מָרְּכַה־ןִמ ָֹבי־ֽיִּכ ה֡  ]׀ ביִ֣רָל[ )בורל( םֶ֜היֵחֲא ֹו֨א ֩םָתֹובֲא ּוא֣
 )ס( ׃ּומָֽׁשְאֶּת תֵ֥עָּכ םֶ֖הָל םֶּ֥תְַתנ םֶּ֛תַא א֥? יִּ֣כ הָ֑מָחְלִּמַּב ֹוּ֖תְׁשִא ׁשיִ֥א ּונְחַ֛קָל א֥? יִּ֣כ םָ֔תֹוא ּונּוּ֣נָח ֙םֶהיֵלֲא ּונְרַ֤מְָאו ּוניֵ֗לֵא

19-22   Then they said, Behold, there is a yearly feast of the Lord in Shilo which is on the north side of Bet-el, 
on the east side of the highway that goes up from Bet-el to Shekhem, and on the south of Levona. 
Therefore they commanded the children of Binyamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the vineyards; and see, and, 
behold, if the daughters of Shilo come out to dance in the dances, then come out of the vineyards, and catch 
you every man his wife of the daughters of Shilo, and go to the land of Binyamin. 
And it shall be, if their fathers or their brethren come to us to complain, that we will say to them, Be 
favourable to them, for our sakes: because we took not a wife for every man in the war: nor did you give them 
to them willingly at this time, that you should be guilty. 

 
 ׃םֶֽהָּב ּו֖בְֵׁשַּיו םיִ֔רָעֶ֣ה־תֶא ּ֙ונְִבַּיו םָ֔תָלֲחַ֣נ־לֶא ּ֙ובּוָׁ֙שַּיו ּו֗כְֵלַּיו ּולָ֑זָּג רֶׁ֣שֲא תֹו֖לְֹלחְּמַה־ןִמ םָ֔רָּפְסִמְל ֙םיִָׁשנ ּו֤אְִׂשַּיו ןִָ֔מְינִב יֵ֣נְּב ֙ןֵכ־ּוׂשֲֽעַַּיו
 )פ( ׃ֹוֽתָלֲַחנְל ׁשיִ֖א םָּׁ֔שִמ ּו֣אְֵצַּיו ֹוּ֑תְחַּפְׁשִמְלּו ֹו֖טְבִׁשְל ׁשיִ֥א איִ֔הַה תֵ֣עָּב֙ לֵאָרְִׂשי־ֽיֵנְּב םָּׁ֤שִמ ּו֨כְּלַהְִתַּיו

23-24   And the children of Binyamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of them that 
danced, whom they caught: and they went and returned to their inheritance, and rebuilt the cities, and dwelt 
in them. 
And the children of Yisra᾽el departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and they 
went out from there every man to his inheritance. 

 
 ׃הֶֽׂשֲַעי ויָ֖ניֵעְּב רָָׁ֥שּיַה ׁשיִ֛א לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב }ֶלֶ֖מ ןיֵ֥א םֵ֔הָה םיִָ֣מּיַּב

25   In those days there was no king in Yisra᾽el: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 


