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In Those Days There Was No King, Part 2 - Judges 18 

 
ִנָּדַה טֶבֵׁ֣ש םֵ֗הָה םיִָ֣מּיַבּו לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב 4ֶלֶ֖מ ןיֵ֥א םֵ֔הָה םיִָ֣מּיַּב ָנ־אL ֩יִּכ תֶבֶׁ֔שָל ֙הָלֲֽחַנ ֹו֤ל־ׁשֶּקַבְמ י֞  יֵ֥טְבִׁש־4ֹותְּב אּו֛הַה םֹוּ֥יַה־דַע ֹוּ֜ל הָלְפ֨
 )פ( ׃הָֽלֲַחנְּב לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי

1   In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in which 
to settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to their lot among the tribes of Israel. 
 

ֹאָּתְׁשֶאֵמּו הָ֣עְרׇּצִמ ִליַ֜ח־ֵינְּב םיִָׁ֨שנֲא ֩םָתֹוצְקִמ םיִָׁ֣שנֲא הָּׁ֣שִמֲח םָּ֡תְחַּפְׁשִּמִֽמ ׀ ןָ֣ד־ֵינְב ּו֣חְלְִׁשַּיו  ּו֣רְמֹאַּיו ּהָ֔רְקׇחְלּו ֙ץֶרָ֙אָה־תֶא לֵּ֤גַרְל ל֗
ָֹבַּיו ץֶרָ֑אָה־תֶא ּו֣רְקִח ּו֖כְל םֶ֔הֵלֲא  רַעַּ֖נַה לֹו֥ק־תֶא ּוריִּ֔כִה הָּמְֵ֣הו הָ֔כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב־םִע הָּמֵ֚ה ׃םָֽׁש ּוניִָ֖לַּיו הָ֔כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב־דַע ִ֙םיַ֙רְפֶא־רַה ּוא֤
ַֹּיו םָׁ֗ש ּורּוָ֣סַּיו יִ֑וֵּלַה ֹפ lְּ֥ל־הַמּו הֶ֖זָּב הֶֹׂ֛שע הָּ֥תַא־הָמּו םLֲ֔ה lֲ֣איִבֱה־יִֽמ ֹ֙ול ּורְמא֤ ַֹּיו ׃הֽ ֹזָּכ םֶ֔הֵלֲא רֶמא֣  ִינֵ֕רְּכְִׂשַּיו הָ֑כיִמ יִ֖ל הָׂשָ֥ע הֶ֔זְָכו ה֣
ַֹּיו ׃ןֵֹֽהכְל ֹו֖ל־יִהֱָאו ַֹּיו ׃ָהיֶֽלָע םיִ֥כְֹלה ּונְחַ֖נֲא רֶׁ֥שֲא ּונֵּ֔כְרַּד ַחִ֣לְצַתֲה הָ֔עְדְֵ֣נו םיִ֑הLאֵב אָ֣נ־לַאְׁש ֹו֖ל ּורְמא֥  םֹו֑לָׁשְל ּו֣כְל ןֵֹ֖הּכַה םֶ֛הָל רֶמא֧
ֹנ  )פ( ׃ּהָֽב־ּוכְלֵּת רֶׁ֥שֲא םֶ֖כְּכְרַּד ׳ה חַכ֣

2-6   The Danites sent out five of their number, from their clan seat at Zorah and Eshtaol—valiant men—to spy 
out the land and explore it. “Go,” they told them, “and explore the land.” When they had advanced into the 
hill country of Ephraim as far as the house of Micah, they stopped there for the night. 
While in the vicinity of Micah’s house, they recognized the speech of the young Levite, so they went over and 
asked him, “Who brought you to these parts? What are you doing in this place? What is your business here?” 
He replied, “Thus and thus Micah did for me—he hired me and I became his priest.” 
They said to him, “Please, inquire of God; we would like to know if the mission on which we are going will be 
successful.” 
“Go in peace,” the priest said to them, “the LORD views with favor the mission you are going on.” 
 

ָֹבַּיו םיִָׁ֔שנֲאָה תֶׁשֵ֣מֲח ּ֙וכְֽלֵַּיו ִֹנדִצ טַּ֨פְׁשִמְּכ חַטֶ֠בָ֠ל־תֶבֶֽׁשֹוי ּהָּ֣בְרִקְּב־רֶׁשֲא םָ֣עָה־תֶא ּו֣אְִרַּיו הְָׁשיָ֑ל ּוא֖  םיִ֨לְכַמ־ןיְֵאו ַחֵֹ֗טבּו ׀ טֵֹ֣קׁש םי֜
ִֹנדיִּ֣צִמ ֙הָּמֵ֙ה םיִ֥קֹוחְרּו רֶצֶ֔ע ׁשֵ֣רֹוי ֙ץֶרָ֙אָּב רָ֤בָּד  ׃םָֽדָא־םִע םֶ֖הָל־ןיֵא רָ֥בְָדו םי֔

7   The five men went on and came to Laish. They observed the people in it dwelling carefree, after the 
manner of the Sidonians, a tranquil and unsuspecting people, with no one in the land to molest them and with 
no hereditary ruler. Moreover, they were distant from the Sidonians and had no dealings with anybody. 
 

ָֹבַּיו ֹאָּתְׁשְֶאו הָ֖עְרׇצ םֶ֔היֵחֲא־לֶא ּ֙וא֙  הֵּ֥נְִהו ץֶרָ֔אָה־תֶא ּ֙וניִ֙אָר יִּ֤כ םֶ֔היֵלֲע הֶ֣לֲַעְנו הָמּו֚ק ּו֗רְמֹאַּיו ׃םֶּֽתַא הָ֥מ םֶ֖היֵחֲא םֶ֛הָל ּו֥רְמֹאַּיו ל֑
ֹאְמ הָ֖בֹוט ֹבָל תֶכֶ֥לָל ּו֔לְצָ֣עֵּת־לַא םיִׁ֔שְחַמ םֶּ֣תְַאו ד֑ ֹבָּת םֶ֞כֲֹאבְּכ ׃ץֶרָֽאָה־תֶא תֶׁשֶ֥רָל א֖ ־ֽיִּכ ִםיַָ֔די תַ֣בֲחַר ֙ץֶרָ֙אְָהו ַחֵֹ֗טּב םַ֣ע־לֶא ׀ ּוא֣
 ׃ץֶרָֽאָּב רֶׁ֥שֲא רָ֖בָּד־לׇּכ רֹו֔סְחַמ םָׁ֣ש־ןיֵֽא רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙םֹוקָמ םֶ֑כְֶדיְּב םיִ֖הLֱא ּהָ֥נְָתנ

8-10   When [the men] came back to their kinsmen at Zorah and Eshtaol, their kinsmen asked them, “How did 
you fare?” 
They replied, “Let us go at once and attack them! For we found that the land was very good, and you are 
sitting idle! Don’t delay; go and invade the land and take possession of it, for God has delivered it into your 
hand. When you come, you will come to an unsuspecting people; and the land is spacious and nothing on 
earth is lacking there.” 

 
ִנָּדַה תַחַּ֣פְׁשִּמִמ ֙םָּׁשִמ ּו֤עְִסַּיו ֹאָּתְׁשֶאֵמּו הָ֖עְרׇּצִמ י֔  ןֵּ֡כ־לַע הָ֑דּוהיִּֽב םיִ֖רְָעי תַ֥יְרִקְּב ּו֛נֲַחּֽיַו ּו֗לֲַעּֽיַו ׃הָֽמָחְלִמ יֵ֥לְּכ רּו֖גָח ׁשיִ֔א תֹו֣אֵמ־ׁשֵֽׁש ל֑

ֵּנִה הֶּ֔זַה םֹוּ֣יַה דַ֚ע ןָ֗ד־ֵהנֲחַמ אּו֜הַה םֹו֨קָּמַל ּ֩ואְרָק ָֹבַּיו ִםיָ֑רְפֶא־רַה םָּׁ֖שִמ ּו֥רְבַַעַּיו ׃םיִֽרְָעי תַ֥יְרִק יֵ֖רֲחַא ה֕  ׃הָֽכיִמ תיֵּ֥ב־דַע ּוא֖
11-13   They departed from there, from the clan seat of the Danites, from Zorah and Eshtaol, six hundred 
strong, girt with weapons of war. 
They went up and encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. That is why that place is called “the Camp of Dan” to 
this day; it lies west of Kiriath-jearim. 
From there they passed on to the hill country of Ephraim and arrived at the house of Micah. 
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 לֶסֶ֖פּו םיִ֔פָרְתּו דֹו֣פֵא ֙הֶּלֵ֙אָה םיִּ֤תָּבַּב ׁשֵ֣י יִּ֠כ םֶּ֗תְעְַדיַה םֶ֔היֵחֲא־לֶא ּ֙ורְמֽאַֹּיו ִׁ֒שיַ֒ל ץֶרָ֣אָה־תֶא֮ לֵּגַרְל ֮םיִכְֹלהַה םיִָׁ֗שנֲאָה תֶׁשֵ֣מֲח ּו֞נֲַעּֽיַו
ָֹבַּיו הָּמָׁ֔ש ּורּוָ֣סַּיו ׃ּוֽׂשֲעַּת־הַֽמ ּו֥עְּד הָּ֖תְַעו הָ֑כֵּסַמּו  ֙םיִרּוגֲח ׁשיִ֗א תֹו֣אֵמ־ׁשְֵׁשו ׃םֹוֽלָׁשְל ֹו֖ל־ּולֲאְִׁשַּיו הָ֑כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב יִ֖וֵּלַה רַעַּ֥נַה־תיֵּֽב־לֶא ּוא֛
־תֶא ּו֗חְקָל הָּמָׁ֔ש ּואָּ֣ב ֒ץֶרָ֒אָה־תֶא לֵּ֣גַרְל ֮םיִכְֹלהַה םיִָׁ֗שנֲאָה תֶׁשֵ֣מֲח ּו֞לֲַעּֽיַו ׃ןָֽד־ֵינְּבִמ רֶׁ֖שֲא רַעָּׁ֑שַה חַתֶּ֣פ םיִ֖בִָּצנ םָּ֔תְמַחְלִמ יֵ֣לְּכ
 ּואָּ֚ב הֶּלְֵ֗או ׃הָֽמָחְלִּמַה יֵ֥לְּכ רּו֖גָחֶה ׁשיִ֔אָה תֹו֣אֵמ־ׁשְֵׁשו רַעַּׁ֔שַה חַתֶּ֣פ ֙בִָּצנ ןֵֹ֗הּכְַהו הָ֑כֵּסַּמַה־תְֶאו םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תְֶאו דֹו֔פֵאָ֣ה־תְֶאו֙ לֶסֶּ֙פַה
  הָ֑כֵּסַּמַה־תְֶאו םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תְֶאו דֹו֔פֵאָה לֶסֶּ֣פ־תֶא ּ֙וחְִקַּיו הָ֔כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב

14-18a   Here the five men who had gone to spy out the Laish region remarked to their kinsmen, “Do you 
know, there is an ephod in these houses, and teraphim, and a sculptured image and a molten image? Now you 
know what you have to do.” 
So they turned off there and entered the home of the young Levite at Micah’s house and greeted him. 
The six hundred Danite men, girt with their weapons of war, stood at the entrance of the gate, while the five 
men who had gone to spy out the land went inside and took the sculptured image, the ephod, the teraphim, 
and the molten image. The priest was standing at the entrance of the gate, and the six hundred men girt with 
their weapons of war, while those men entered Micah’s house and took the sculptured image, the molten 
image, the ephod, and the household gods.  
 

ַֹּיו ַֹּיו ׃םיִֹֽׂשע םֶּ֖תַא הָ֥מ ןֵֹ֔הּכַה ֙םֶהיֵלֲא רֶמא֤  ןֵֹ֗הכ lְ֣תֹויֱה ׀ בֹו֣טֲה ןֵֹ֑הכְלּו בָ֣אְל ּונָ֖ל־ֵהיְֶהו ּונָּ֔מִע 4ְֵ֣לו l֙יִּ֙פ־לַע lְָ֤די־םיִֽׂש ׁשֵ֜רֲחַה ֹו֨ל ּ֩ורְמא֩
ָֹבַּיו לֶסָּ֑פַה־תְֶאו םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תְֶאו דֹו֔פֵאָ֣ה־תֶא ֙חִַּקַּיו ןֵֹ֔הּכַה בֵ֣ל ֙בַטִיַּיו ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשיְּב הָ֖חָּפְׁשִמְלּו טֶבֵׁ֥שְל ןֵֹ֔הכ lְ֣תֹויֱה ֹו֚א דָ֔חֶא ׁשיִ֣א ֙תיֵבְל  א֖
 ׃םָֽעָה בֶרֶ֥קְּב

18b-20   The priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 
But they said to him, “Be quiet; put your hand on your mouth! Come with us and be our father and priest. 
Would you rather be priest to one man’s household or be priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?” 
The priest was delighted. He took the ephod, the household gods, and the sculptured image, and he joined the 
people. 
 

 ֙רֶׁשֲא ֙םיִּתָּבַּב רֶׁ֤שֲא םיִָׁ֗שנֲאְָהו הָ֑כיִמ תיֵּ֣בִמ ּוקיִ֖חְרִה הָּמֵ֥ה ׃םֶֽהֵינְפִל הָּ֖דּובְּכַה־תְֶאו הֶ֛נְקִּמַה־תְֶאו ףַּ֧טַה־תֶא ּומיִָׂ֨שַּיו ּוכֵֵ֑לַּיו ּו֖נְִפַּיו
ַֹּיו ׃ָּתְקָֽעְִזנ יִּ֥כ lְּ֖ל־הַמ הָ֔כיִמְל ּו֣רְמֹאַּיו םֶ֑הֵינְּפ ּוּבֵַּ֖סַּיו ןָ֔ד־ֵינְּב־לֶא ּ֙ואְרְִקּֽיַו ׃ןָֽד־ֵינְּב־תֶא ּוקיִּ֖בְַדַּיו ּו֔קֲעְֽזִנ הָ֔כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב־םִע  ֩יַהLֱא־תֶא רֶמא֡
 ׃4ָּֽל־הַמ יַ֖לֵא ּו֥רְמֹאּת הֶּ֛ז־הַמּו דֹו֑ע יִּ֣ל־הַמּו ּו֖כְלֵַּתו ןֵֹ֛הּכַה־תֶֽאְו םֶּ֧תְחַקְל יִתיִׂ֨שָע־רֶׁשֲא

21-24  They set out again, placing the children, the cattle, and their household goods in front. 
They had already gone some distance from Micah’s house, when the men in the houses near Micah’s 
mustered and caught up with the Danites. 
They called out to the Danites, who turned around and said to Micah, “What’s the matter? Why have you 
mustered?” 
He said, “You have taken my priest and the gods that I made, and walked off! What do I have left? How can 
you ask, ‘What’s the matter’?” 
 

ֶנ יֵרָ֣מ ֙םיִָׁשנֲא םֶ֗כָב ּו֣עְּגְִפי־ןֶּֽפ ּונָּ֑מִע lְ֖לֹוק עַ֥מְׁשַּת־לַא ןָ֔ד־ֵינְּב ֙ויָלֵא ּו֤רְמֹאַּיו  םָּ֑כְרַדְל ןָ֖ד־ֵינְב ּו֥כְֵלַּיו ׃lֶֽתיֵּב ׁשֶפְֶ֥נו lְׁ֖שְַפנ הָּ֥תְפַסְָאו ׁשֶפ֔
ָֹבַּיו ֹ֒ול־ָהיָֽה רֶׁ֣שֲא ֮ןֵֹהּכַה־תֶֽאְו הָ֗כיִמ הָׂ֣שָע־רֶׁשֲא תֵ֧א ּו֜חְקָל הָּמְֵ֨הו ׃ֹוֽתיֵּב־לֶא בׇׁשַָּ֥יו ןֶפִַּ֖יו ּוּנֶּ֔מִמ ֙הָּמֵ֙ה םיִ֥קָזֲח־ֽיִּכ הָ֗כיִמ אְרַַּ֣יו ־לַע ּוא֣
 ׃ׁשֵֽאָב ּו֥פְרָׂש ריִ֖עָה־תְֶאו בֶרָ֑ח־יִפְל םָ֖תֹוא ּוַּ֥כַּיו ַחֵֹ֔טבּו טֵֹ֣קׁש ֙םַע־לַע ִׁשיַ֗ל

25-27   But the Danites replied, “Don’t do any shouting at us, or some desperate men might attack you, and 
you and your family would lose your lives.” 
So Micah, realizing that they were stronger than he, turned back and went home; and the Danites went on 
their way, taking the things Micah had made and the priest he had acquired. They proceeded to Laish, a 
people tranquil and unsuspecting, and they put them to the sword and burned down the town. 
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 ּו֤אְרְִקַּיו ׃ּהָֽב ּובְׁשֵַּ֥יו ריִ֖עָה־תֶא ּו֥נְִבַּיו בֹו֑חְר־תיֵבְל רֶׁ֣שֲא קֶמֵ֖עָּב איְִ֕הו םָ֔דָא־םִע ֙םֶהָל־ןיֵא רָ֤בְָדו ןֹו֗דיִּצִמ איִ֣ה־הָקֹוחְֽר יִּ֧כ ליִּ֜צַמ ןיְֵ֨או

 ׃ֽהָֹנׁשאִרָל ריִ֖עָה־םֵׁש ִׁשיַ֥ל םָ֛לּוְאו לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְל דַּ֖לּוי רֶׁ֥שֲא םֶ֔היִבֲא ןָּ֣ד ֙םֵׁשְּב ןָּ֔ד ֙ריִעָה־םֵׁש
 

28-29   There was none to come to the rescue, for it was distant from Sidon and they had no dealings with 
anyone; it lay in the valley of Beth-rehob. They rebuilt the town and settled there, and they named the town 
Dan, after their ancestor Dan who was Israel’s son. Originally, however, the name of the town was Laish. 
 

ִו לֶסָּ֑פַה־תֶא ןָ֖ד־ֵינְּב םֶ֛הָל ּומיִָ֧קַּיו ֹׁשְרֵּג־ןֶּב ןָ֠תָנֹוהי֠ ָנָבּו אּו֣ה הֶּׁ֜שַנְמ־ןֶּב ם֨ ִנָּדַה טֶבֵׁ֣שְל ֙םִינֲֹהכ ּו֤יָה וי֗  ּומיִָׂ֣שַּיו ׃ץֶרָֽאָה תֹו֥לְּג םֹו֖י־דַע י֔
 )פ( ׃הLִֽׁשְּב םיִ֖הLֱאָה־תיֵּב תֹו֥יֱה יְֵ֛מי־לׇּכ הָׂ֑שָע רֶׁ֣שֲא הָ֖כיִמ לֶסֶּ֥פ־תֶא םֶ֔הָל

30-31   The Danites set up the sculptured image for themselves; and Jonathan son of Gershom son of 
Manasseh, and his descendants, served as priests to the Danite tribe until the land went into exile. 
They maintained the sculptured image that Micah had made throughout the time that the House of God stood 
at Shiloh. 
 

 
 
 
Rashi 
“Ben Menashe” - In deference to Moshe, the letter "nun" was included, thus altering the name. It is 
scripturally suspended to indicate that he was actually not Menasheh, but Moshe. 
 
Babylonian Talmud, Baba Batra 109b 
But is it so that he was the son of Manasseh; but wasn’t he the son of Moses, as it is written: “The sons of 
Moses: Gershom and Eliezer” (I Chronicles 23:15)? 
Rather, although he was the son of Moses, because he acted as Manasseh the king of Judah, who was 
notorious for idol worship, acted, the verse linked him to Manasseh. 
 
Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:2 
Three prominent kings mentioned in the Bible and four prominent commoners who are described in the Bible 
as men of great wisdom have no share in the World-to-Come. The three kings are: Jeroboam, son of Nebat, 
and Ahab, both of whom were kings of Israel, and Manasseh, king of Judea. 
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1 Kings 12:26:32 
Jeroboam said to himself, “Now the kingdom may well return to the House of David. 
If these people still go up to offer sacrifices at the House of the LORD in Jerusalem, the heart of these people 
will turn back to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and go back to King Rehoboam of 
Judah.” 
So the king took counsel and made two golden calves. He said to the people, “You have been going up to 
Jerusalem long enough. This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” 
He set up one in Bethel and placed the other in Dan. 
That proved to be a cause of guilt, for the people went to worship [the calf at Bethel and] the one at Dan. 
He also made cult places and appointed priests from the ranks of the people who were not of Levite descent. 
He stationed at Bethel the priests of the shrines that he had appointed to sacrifice to the calves that he had 
made. And Jeroboam established a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month; in imitation of the 
festival in Judah, he established one at Bethel, and he ascended the altar [there]. 
 
Exodus 32:4 
This he took from them and cast in a mold and made it into a molten calf.  
And they exclaimed, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 
 
Amos 8:14 
Those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, saying, “As your god lives, Dan,” and “As the way to Beer-sheba 
lives”— They shall fall to rise no more. 


