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In Those Days There Was No King, Part 1 - Judges 17 
 

  ׃ּוְהֽיָכיִמ ֹו֥מְׁשּו ִםיָ֖רְפֶא־רַהֵמ ׁשיִ֥א־יְִהֽיַו
ַֹּיו ַנְזׇאְּב ְּתְרַ֣מָא ֙םְַגו ֙תיִלָא ]ְּתְַ֤או[ )יתאו( Jָ֗ל־חַּֽקֻֽל רֶׁ֣שֲא ףֶסֶּ֜כַה הָ֨אֵמּו ֩ףֶלֶ֩א ֹוּ֡מִאְל רֶמא֣   ויִּ֑תְחַקְל יִ֣נֲא יִּ֖תִא ףֶסֶּ֥כַה־ֵהּנִה י֔
ַֹּתו  ׃׳הַל יִ֖נְּב Jּו֥רָּב ֹוּ֔מִא רֶמא֣
  ֹוּ֑מִאְל ףֶסֶּ֖כַה הָ֥אֵמּו־ףֶלֶא־תֶא בֶׁשַָּ֛יו
ַֹּתו ִנְבִל יִָ֜דּיִמ ׳הַל ֩ףֶסֶּ֩כַה־תֶא יִּתְׁשַּ֣דְקִה ׁשֵּ֣דְקַה ֹוּ֡מִא רֶמא֣  ׃Jָֽל ּוּנֶ֥ביִׁשֲא הָּ֖תְַעו הָ֔כֵּסַמּו לֶסֶּ֣פ ֙תֹוׂשֲעַֽל י֗
 ׃ּוְהֽיָכיִמ תיֵ֥בְּב יְִ֖הֽיַו הָ֔כֵּסַמּו לֶסֶּ֣פ ּ֙והֵׂ֙שֲַעּֽיַו ףֵ֗רֹוּצַל ּוהֵ֣נְּתִַּתו ףֶסֶּ֜כ ִםיַ֨תאָמ ֹ֩וּמִא חַּ֣קִַּתו ֹוּ֑מִאְל ףֶסֶּ֖כַה־תֶא בֶׁשַָּ֥יו

 
1-3   There was a man in the hill country of Ephraim whose name was Micah. 
He said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you, so that you uttered an 
imprecation which you repeated in my hearing—I have that silver; I took it.”  
“Blessed of the LORD be my son,” said his mother. 
He returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother;  
but his mother said, “I herewith consecrate the silver to the LORD, transferring it to my son to make a 
sculptured image and a molten image. I now return it to you.” 
So when he gave the silver back to his mother, his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave it to a 
smith. He made of it a sculptured image and a molten image, which were kept in the house of Micah. 

 
ָנָּבִמ ֙דַחַא דַ֤י־תֶא אֵּ֗לְַמַיו םיִ֔פָרְתּו ֙דֹופֵא ׂשַעַַּ֤יו םיִ֑הhֱא תיֵּ֣ב ֹו֖ל הָ֔כיִמ ׁשיִ֣אְָהו   ׃ןֵֹֽהכְל ֹו֖ל־יְִהֽיַו וי֔

 )פ( ׃הֶֽׂשֲַעי ויָ֖ניֵעְּב רָָׁ֥שּיַה ׁשיִ֛א לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב Jֶלֶ֖מ ןיֵ֥א םֵ֔הָה םיִָ֣מּיַּב
 

5-6   Now the man Micah had a house of God; he had made an ephod and teraphim and he had inducted one 
of his sons to be his priest. 
In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did as he pleased. 
 

ַנ־יְִהֽיַו ֵַּיו ׃םָֽׁש־ֽרָג אּוְ֥הו יִ֖וֵל אּוְ֥הו הָ֑דּוְהי תַחַּ֖פְׁשִּמִמ הָ֔דּוְהי ֙םֶ֙חֶל תיֵּ֥בִמ רַע֗  רֶׁ֣שֲאַּב רּו֖גָל הָ֔דּוְהי ֙םֶ֙חֶל תיֵּ֥בִמ ריִ֗עָהֵמ ׁשיִ֜אָה Jֶל֨
ָֹבַּיו אָ֑צְִמי  ׃ֹוּֽכְרַּד תֹוׂ֥שֲעַל הָ֖כיִמ תיֵּ֥ב־דַע ִםיַ֛רְפֶא־רַה א֧

 
7-8   There was a young man from Bethlehem of Judah, from the clan seat of Judah; he was a Levite and had 
resided there as a sojourner. 
This man had left the town of Bethlehem of Judah to take up residence wherever he could find a place. On his 
way, he came to the house of Micah in the hill country of Ephraim. 
 

ַֹּיו אֹו֑בָּת ִןיַ֣אֵמ הָ֖כיִמ ֹו֥ל־רֶמֽאַֹּיו ֹנָא יִ֣וֵל ויָ֜לֵא רֶמא֨ ַֹּיו ׃אָֽצְמֶא רֶׁ֥שֲאַּב רּו֖גָל Jֵֹ֔לה יִֹ֣כנְָאו הָ֔דּוְהי ֙םֶ֙חֶל תיֵּ֥בִמ יִכ֗  הָ֣בְׁש הָ֜כיִמ ֹו֨ל ֩רֶמא֩
 ׃ֽיִוֵּלַה Jֶלֵַּ֖יו pֶָ֑תיְחִמּו םיִ֖דָגְּב Jֶרְֵ֥עו םיִָ֔מּיַל ֙ףֶסֶּ֙כ תֶרֶׂ֤שֲע pְ֜ל־ןֶּתֶֽא יִֹ֨כנְָאו ֒ןֵֹהכְלּו בָ֣אְל ֮יִל־ֵהיְֽהֶו יִ֗דָּמִע
 

9-10   “Where do you come from?” Micah asked him. He replied, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem of Judah, and 
I am traveling to take up residence wherever I can find a place.” 
“Stay with me,” Micah said to him, “and be a father and a priest to me, and I will pay you ten shekels of silver 
a year, an allowance of clothing, and your food.”  
The Levite went. 
 

ַּנַה יְִ֤הַיו ׁשיִ֑אָה־תֶא תֶבֶׁ֣שָל יִ֖וֵּלַה לֶאֹוַּ֥יו ִוֵּלַה דַ֣י־תֶא ֙הָכיִמ אֵּ֤לְַמַיו ׃וֽיָנָּבִמ דַ֖חַאְּכ ֹו֔ל ֙רַע֙ ַֹּיו ׃הָֽכיִמ תיֵ֥בְּב יְִ֖הַיו ןֵֹ֑הכְל רַעַּ֖נַה ֹו֥ל־יְִהֽיַו י֔  רֶמא֣
 )פ( ׃ןֵֹֽהכְל יִ֖וֵּלַה יִ֛ל־ָהיָֽה יִּ֧כ יִ֑ל ׳ה ביִ֥טֵיי־ֽיִּכ יִּתְעַָ֔די הָּ֣תַע הָ֔כיִמ
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The Levite agreed to stay with the man, and the youth became like one of his own sons. 
Micah inducted the Levite, and the young man became his priest and remained in Micah’s shrine. 
“Now I know,” Micah told himself, “that the LORD will prosper me, since the Levite has become my priest.” 
 
Babylonian Talmud, Sandhedrin 101b, 103b 
He is called Nebat, he is called Micah, and he is called Sheba, son of Bichri.  
Nebat, who looked [nibat] but did not see, believed that he was destined for greatness, and that was achieved 
only by his son.  
Micah, who was crushed [nitmakhmekh] in the building of the storage cities of Pithom and Raamses, was 
miraculously saved. And what is his actual name?  
His name is Sheba, son of Bichri… 
… For what reason did they not enumerate Micah among those with no share in the World-to-Come?  
It is due to the fact that his bread was available for passersby ... He would provide sustenance to all hosted in 
his house.  
With regard to that which is written: “And He shall pass through the sea with affliction and shall strike the 
waves in the sea” (Zechariah 10:11), Rabbi Yoḥanan says: This affliction is a reference to the idol of Micah, as 
Micah passed through the sea during the exodus from Egypt.  
It is taught that Rabbi Natan says: The distance from Gerav, where Micah resided, to Shiloh, where the 
Tabernacle was at that time, was three mil, and the smoke from the arrangement of wood on the altar in 
Shiloh and the smoke from the worship of the idol of Micah would intermingle with each other.  
The ministering angels sought to dismiss him from the world.  
The Holy One, said to them: Leave him, as his bread is available for travelers.  
 
Rabbi Yosef Karo, Beit Yosef 51 (quoting Orchot Hayim) 
And when one reads the poem (Ex. 15), one must be careful to say mi khamocha b’eilim Adonai, mi kamocha 
ne’edar bakodesh, that is, reading a “hard kaf”,  it would be as if one was blasphemously saying Adonai Mikha 
– Micha’s [idol is] God… 
 

 
 


