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Dissonance and Dialect: Judges 12 

 
ֹבֲַעּֽיַו ִםיַ֔רְפֶא ׁשיִ֣א ֙קֵעִָּצַּיו ֹרְִׂשנ Uְ֕תיֵּב Tָּ֔מִע תֶכֶ֣לָל ָ֙תאָ֙רָק אP֤ ּ֙ו֙נְָלו ןֹוּ֗מַע־ֵינְבִּב םֵ֣חָּלִהְל ׀ ָּתְרַ֣בָע ׀ ַעּוּ֣דַמ חָּ֜תְִפיְל ּו֨רְמֹאַּיו ָהנֹו֑פָצ ר֖  ף֥

 ׃ׁשֵֽאָּב Uיֶ֖לָע
1    The men of Ephraim mustered and crossed [the Jordan] to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah, “Why did you 
march to fight the Ammonites without calling us to go with you? We’ll burn your house down over you!” 

 
ַֹּיו ֹאְמ ןֹוּ֖מַע־ֽיֵנְבּו יִּ֥מְַעו יִ֛נֲא יִתיִ֛יָה ביִ֗ר ׁשיִ֣א םֶ֔היֵלֲא ֙חָּתְִפי רֶמא֤  Uְ֣ניֵא־ֽיִּכ הֶ֞אְרֶָאו ׃םָָֽדּיִמ יִ֖תֹוא םֶּ֥תְעַׁשֹוה־אPְו םֶ֔כְתֶא קַ֣עְזֶָאו ד֑

 ׃יִּֽב םֶחָּ֥לִהְל הֶּ֖זַה םֹוּ֥יַה יַ֛לֵא םֶ֥תיִלֲע הָ֞מְָלו יִָ֑דיְּב ׳ה םֵ֥נְִּתַּיו ןֹוּ֔מַע יֵ֣נְּב־לֶא ֙הָרְּבְעֶֽאָו ֙יִּפַכְב יִׁ֤שְַפנ הָמיִׂ֨שָָאו ַעיִׁ֗שֹומ
 

2-3   Jephthah answered them, “I and my people were in a bitter conflict with the Ammonites; and I 
summoned you, but you did not save me from them. When I saw that you were no saviors, I risked my life and 
advanced against the Ammonites; and the LORD delivered them into my hands. Why have you come here now 
to fight against me?” 

 
ֹּבְִקַּיו  Tֹו֥תְּב דָ֕עְלִּג םֶּ֔תַא ִ֙םיַ֙רְפֶא יֵ֤טיִלְּפ ּ֙ורְמָֽא יִּ֤כ ִםיַ֗רְפֶא־תֶא דָ֜עְלִג יְֵׁ֨שנַא ּ֩וַּכַּיו ִםיָ֑רְפֶא־תֶא םֶחִָּ֖לַּיו דָ֔עְלִג יְֵׁ֣שנַא־לׇּכ־תֶא ֙חָּתְִפי ץ֤

 ׃הֶַּֽׁשנְמ Tֹו֥תְּב ִםיַ֖רְפֶא
And Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought the Ephraimites. The men of Gilead defeated the 
Ephraimites; for they had said, “You Gileadites are nothing but fugitives from Ephraim—being in Manasseh is 
like being in Ephraim.” 

 
ֹּכְִלַּיו ְֽו ִםיָ֑רְפֶאְל ןֵּ֖דְַרּיַה תֹו֥רְּבְעַמ־תֶֽא דָ֛עְלִּג ד֥ ָיָה֠ ֹבֱעֶֽא ִ֙םיַ֙רְפֶא יֵ֤טיִלְּפ ּו֞רְמֹאי יִּ֣כ ה֠ ַֹּיו הָר֔  הָּתַ֖א יִ֥תָרְפֶאַה דָ֛עְלִג־יְֵֽׁשנַא ֹו֧ל ּורְמא֨
ַֹּיו ַֹּיו ׃אPֽ ׀ רֶֽמא֥ ָנ־רָמֱא ֹ֩ול ּורְמא֣ ֹּבִׁש א֨ ַֹּיו תֶל֜ ֹּבִס רֶמא֣ ִֹּפַּיו ןֵּ֑דְַרּיַה תֹו֣רְּבְעַמ־לֶא ּוהּו֖טָחְִׁשַּיו ֹו֔תֹוא ּו֣זֲחֹאַּיו ןֵּ֔כ רֵּ֣בַדְל ֙ןיִָכי אPְ֤ו תֶל֗  תֵ֤עָּב ל֞

 ׃ףֶלָֽא ִםיַ֖נְׁשּו םיִ֥עָּבְרַא ִםיַ֔רְפֶאֵֽמ ֙איִהַה
 

5-6   The Gileadites held the fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. And when any fugitive from Ephraim 
said, “Let me cross,” the men of Gilead would ask him, “Are you an Ephraimite?”; if he said “No,” 
they would say to him, “Then say shibboleth”; but he would say “sibboleth,” not being able to pronounce it 
correctly. Thereupon they would seize him and slay him by the fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand 
Ephraimites fell at that time. 
 
Rabbi David Kimhi, RaDaK 
Shibboleth ( תֶֹלּבִׁש ) – Just as they would test them with this word, so too they would test them with ever word 
that has a ׁש (shin) in it, and the Ephrathites would read it as ׂש (sin), and the text chose one of the words. And 
some say that he chose the word " תלובש " (shibboleth) because there was a flowing stream (shibboleth nahar) 
in the place where the Ephraimites were crossing, who would stutter on the letter ׁש (shin). Maybe the climate 
of their land was a factor! This is like the people of France, who do not understand how to read ׁש (shin) and 
read it like a weak ֿת (thaw). 

 
ֹּפְִׁשַּיו ַָּיו םיִ֑נָׁש ׁשֵׁ֣ש לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֶא חָּ֛תְִפי ט֥  )פ( ׃דָֽעְלִג יֵ֥רָעְּב רֵ֖בִָּקַּיו יִ֔דָעְלִּגַה ֙חָּתְִפי תׇמ֗

7   Jephthah led Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and he was buried in one of the towns of 
Gilead. 
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ֹּפְִׁשַּיו ִנָּב םיִׁ֣שPְׁש ֹו֞ל־יְִהֽיַו ׃םֶחָֽל תיֵּ֥בִמ ןָ֖צְבִא לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ֙ויָרֲחַֽא ט֤ ־ןִמ ויָ֖נָבְל איִ֥בֵה תֹו֔נָּב םיִׁ֣שPְׁשּו הָצּו֔חַה חַּ֣לִׁש ֙תֹונָּב םיִׁ֤שPְׁשּו םי֗
ֹּפְִׁשַּיו ץּו֑חַה  )פ( ׃םֶחָֽל תיֵ֥בְּב רֵ֖בִָּקַּיו ןָ֔צְבִא תׇמַָּ֣יו ׃םֽיִנָׁש עַבֶׁ֥ש לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ט֥
 

8-10   After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel. He had thirty sons, and he married off thirty daughters outside 
the clan and brought in thirty girls from outside the clan for his sons. He led Israel seven years. Then Ibzan died 
and was buried in Bethlehem. 
 

ֹּפְִׁשַּיו ֹּפְִׁשַּיו יִ֑נPּובְּזַה ןֹו֖ליֵא לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ֙ויָרֲחַֽא ט֤  )פ( ׃ןֻֽלּובְז ץֶרֶ֥אְּב ןֹוָ֖לּיַאְּב רֵ֥בִָּקַּיו יִ֑נPּובְּזַה ןֹו֣ליֵא תׇמַָּ֖יו ׃םֽיִנָׁש רֶׂשֶ֥ע לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ט֥
 

11-12   After him, Elon the Zebulunite led Israel; he led Israel for ten years. 
Then Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried in Aijalon, in the territory of Zebulun. 

 
ֹּפְִׁשַּיו ִנָּב םיִ֣עָּבְרַא ֹו֞ל־יְִהֽיַו ׃ֽיִנֹותָעְרִּפַה לֵּ֖לִה־ןֶּב ןֹוּ֥דְבַע לֵ֑אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ויָ֖רֲחַא ט֥ ִנָב יֵ֣נְּב ֙םיִׁשPְׁשּו םי֗  םִָ֑ריֲע םיִ֣עְבִׁש־לַע םיִ֖בְֹכר םי֔
ֹּפְִׁשַּיו  ׃םֽיִנָׁש הֶֹ֥נמְׁש לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ט֥

13-14   After him, Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite led Israel. 
He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy jackasses. He led Israel for eight years. 

 
 )פ( ׃יִֽקֵלָמֲעָה רַ֖הְּב ִםיַ֔רְפֶא ץֶרֶ֣אְּב ֙ןֹותָעְרִפְּב רֵ֤בִָּקַּיו יִ֑נֹותָעְרִּפַה לֵּ֖לִה־ןֶּב ןֹוּ֥דְבַע תׇמַָּ֛יו

15   Then Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite died. He was buried in Pirathon, in the territory of Ephraim, on 
the hill of the Amalekites. 
 
Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 5.7.13-15 
Now when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan took the government; being of the tribe of Judah, and of the city of 
Bethlehem. He had sixty children: thirty of them sons, and the rest daughters: all which he left alive behind 
him: giving the daughters in marriage to husbands; and taking wives for his sons. He did nothing in the seven 
years17 of his administration that was worth recording, or deserved a memorial. So he died an old man; and 
was buried in his own country. 
 
When Ibzan was dead after this manner, neither did Elon, who succeeded him in the government, and kept it 
ten years,18 do any thing remarkable: he was of the tribe of Zebulon. 
 
Abdon also, the son of Hillel, of the tribe of Ephraim, and born at the city Pyrathon, was ordained their 
supreme governor after Helon. He is only recorded to have been happy in his children. For the public affairs 
were then so peaceable, and in such security, that neither did he perform any glorious action. He had forty 
sons, and by them left thirty grand-children; and he marched in state with these seventy; who were all very 
skillful in riding horses, and he left them all alive after him. He died an old man; and obtained a magnificent 
burial in Pirathon. 


