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Brought Down By a Millstone: The End of Avimelech – Judges 9:46-57 

 
ָֹבַּיו םֶ֑כְׁש־לַּדְגִֽמ יֵ֖לֲעַּב־ֽלָּכ ּו֔עְמְִׁשּֽיַו  ׃תיִֽרְּב לֵ֥א תיֵּ֖ב ַחיִ֔רְצ־לֶא ּוא֣

9:46   When all the citizens of the Tower of Shechem learned of this, they went into the tunnel of the temple 
of El-berith. 

 
ַַּיו ׃ֽםֶכְׁש־לַּדְגִֽמ יֵ֖לֲעַּב־ֽלָּכ ּו֔צְּבַקְתִֽה יִּ֣כ Iֶלֶ֑מיִבֲאַל דַֻּ֖גַּיו ־תֶא Iֶלֶ֨מיִבֲא ֩חִַּקַּיו ֹ֒וּתִא־רֶׁשֲא םָ֣עָה־לְָכו ֮אּוה ןֹו֗מְלַצ־רַה Iֶלֶ֜מיִבֲא לַע֨

ִַּיו םיִ֔צֵע תַ֣כֹוׂש ֹ֙תרְִכַּיו ֹוָ֗דיְּב תֹוּ֜מֻּדְרַּקַה ַֹּיו ֹו֑מְכִׁש־לַע םֶׂשַָּ֖יו ָהֶ֔אָּׂש֨  ׃יִנֹוֽמָכ ּוׂ֥שֲע ּו֖רֲהַמ יִתיִׂ֔שָע ֙םֶתיִאְר הָ֤מ ֹוּ֗מִע־רֶׁשֲא םָ֣עָה־לֶא רֶמא֜
47-48  When Abimelech was informed that all the citizens of the Tower of Shechem had gathered [there], 
Abimelech and all the troops he had with him went up on Mount Zalmon. Taking an ax in his hand, Abimelech 
lopped off a tree limb and lifted it onto his shoulder. Then he said to the troops that accompanied him, “What 
you saw me do—quick, do the same!” 
 
Judges 7:17 

ַֹּיו ֵּנְִהו ּוׂ֑שֲעַּת ןְֵ֣כו ּו֖אְרִת ִיּנֶּ֥מִמ םֶ֔היֵלֲא רֶמא֣ ֶנֲחַּמַֽה הֵ֣צְקִּב ֙אָב יִֹ֥כנָא ה֨  ׃ןּוֽׂשֲעַּת ןֵּ֥כ הֶׂ֖שֱעֶא־רֶׁשֲאַכ הָ֥יְָהו ה֔
“Watch me,” he said, “and do the same. When I get to the outposts of the camp, do exactly as I do. 

 
 

ֹכֹוׂש ׁשיִ֣א םָ֜עָה־לָּכ־םַג ּו֨תְרְִכַּיו ֵַּיו ה֗  יְֵׁ֧שנַא־לָּכ םַּ֣ג ּותָֻ֜מַּיו ׁשֵ֑אָּב ַחיִ֖רְּצַה־תֶֽא םֶ֛היֵלֲע ּותיִַּ֧צַּיו ַחיִ֔רְּצַה־לַֽע ּומיִָׂ֣שַּיו Iֶ֙לֶ֙מיִבֲא יֵ֤רֲחַא ּו֜כְל֨
 )פ( ׃הָּֽׁשְִאו ׁשיִ֥א ףֶלֶ֖אְּכ םֶ֛כְׁש־לַּדְגִֽמ

49  So each of the troops also lopped off a bough; then they marched behind Abimelech and laid them against 
the tunnel, and set fire to the tunnel over their heads. Thus all the people of the Tower of Shechem also 
perished, about a thousand men and women. 
 
Judges 9:15 

ַֹּיו ֹּב םֶ֔כיֵלֲע Iֶ֙לֶ֙מְל יִֹ֤תא םיִ֨חְֹׁשמ ֩םֶּתַא תֶ֣מֱאֶּב םִ֡א ֒םיִצֵעָה־לֶא ֮דָטָאָה רֶמא֣  לַ֖כֹאְתו דָ֔טָאָ֣ה־ןִמ ׁ֙שֵא אֵצֵּ֤ת ִןיַ֕א־םְִאו יִּ֑לִצְב ּו֣סֲח ּוא֖
 ׃ןֹֽונָבְּלַה יֵ֥זְרַא־תֶא

And the thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you are acting honorably in anointing me king over you, come and take 
shelter in my shade; but if not, may fire issue from the thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’ 
 
 

ָֻנַּיו ֒ריִעָה־Iֹותְב הָ֣יָה ֹ֮זע־לַּדְגִמּו ׃ּהָֽדְּכְִלּֽיַו ץֵ֖בֵתְּב ןַחִַּ֥יו ץֵ֑בֵּת־לֶא Iֶלֶ֖מיִבֲא Iֶלֵַּ֥יו  ריִ֔עָה יֵ֣לֲעַּב֙ ֹלְכו םיִָׁ֗שּנְַהו םיִָׁ֣שנֲאָה־לָּכ הָּמָׁ֜ש ּוס֨
ָֹבַּיו ׃לָּֽדְגִּמַה גַּ֥ג־לַע ּו֖לֲַעּֽיַו םָ֑דֲעַּב ּו֖רְּגְִסּֽיַו  ׃ׁשֵֽאָב ֹו֥פְרָׂשְל לָּ֖דְגִּמַה חַתֶּ֥פ־דַע ׁשִַּ֛גַּיו ֹוּ֑ב םֶחִָּ֖לַּיו לָּ֔דְגִּמַה־דַע Iֶ֙לֶ֙מיִבֲא א֤

50-52   Abimelech proceeded to Thebez; he encamped at Thebez and occupied it. 
Within the town was a fortified tower; and all the citizens of the town, men and women, took refuge there. 
They shut themselves in, and went up on the roof of the tower.  
Abimelech pressed forward to the tower and attacked it. He approached the door of the tower to set it on fire. 

 
ֹר־לַע בֶכֶ֖ר חַלֶּ֥פ תַ֛חַא הָּׁ֥שִא Iֵ֞לְׁשַַּתו ַֹּיו ויָ֗לֵכ אֵֹׂ֣שנ ׀ רַעַּ֣נַה־לֶא הָ֜רֵהְמ אָ֨רְִקַּיו ׃ֹוּֽתְלָּגְלֻּג־תֶא ץִרַָּ֖תו Iֶלֶ֑מיִבֲא ׁשא֣  tְּ֙בְרַח ףsְׁ֤ש ֹ֙ול רֶמא֤
ֹי־ןֶּפ ִינֵ֔תְתֹו֣מּו ָֹמַּיו ֹו֖רֲַענ ּוהֵ֥רְקְִדַּיו ּוהְתָ֑גָרֲה הָּׁ֣שִא יִ֖ל ּורְמא֥  ׃תֽ

53-54   But a woman dropped an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head and cracked his skull. 
He immediately cried out to his attendant, his arms-bearer, “Draw your dagger and finish me off, that they 
may not say of me, ‘A woman killed him!’” So his attendant stabbed him, and he died. 
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Judges 4:8-9 
ַֹּיו ַֹּתו ׃Iֵֽלֵא אs֥ יִּ֖מִע יִ֛כְלֵת אs֥־םְִאו יִּתְכָ֑לְָהו יִּ֖מִע יִ֥כְלֵּת־םִא קָ֔רָּב ָ֙ה֙יֶלֵא רֶמא֤ ֶיְהִֽת אs֨ ֩יִּכ סֶפֶ֚א Iָּ֗מִע Iֵ֣לֵא s֧Iָה רֶמא֜  tְּ֗תְרַאְפִּֽת ה֜

ֹּכְִמי הָּׁ֔שִא־ַדיְֽב יִּ֣כ Iֵ֔לֹוה הָּ֣תַא רֶׁ֣שֲא Iֶ֙רֶּ֙דַה־לַע  ׃הָׁשְדֶֽק קָ֖רָּב־םִע ךֶלֵַּ֥תו הָ֛רֹובְּד םָקַָּ֧תו אָ֑רְסיִֽס־תֶא ׳ה ר֥
But Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go; if not, I will not go.” 
“Very well, I will go with you,” she answered. “However, there will be no glory for you in the course you are 
taking, for then the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to 
Kedesh. 
 
I Samuel 31:2-5 

 ֙הָמָחְלִּמַה דַּ֤בְכִַּתו ׃לּוֽאָׁש יֵ֥נְּב ַעּוׁ֖ש־יִּכְלַמ־תְֶאו בָָ֛דניִבֲא־תְֶאו ןָָ֧תנֹוְהי־תֶא םיִּ֗תְׁשִלְפ ּוַּ֣כַּיו ויָ֑נָּב־תְֶאו לּו֖אָׁש־תֶא םיִּ֔תְׁשִלְפ ּו֣קְּבְַדַּיו
ֹאְמ לֶחַָּ֥יו תֶׁשָּ֑קַּב םיִָׁ֣שנֲא םיִ֖רֹוּמַה ּוהֻ֥אָצְִמַּיו לּו֔אָׁש־לֶא ַֹּיו ׃םיִֽרֹוּמַהֵמ ד֖ ָי־ןֶּפ ּהָ֗ב ִינֵ֣רְקְָדו ׀ tְּ֣בְרַח ףsְׁ֥ש ויָ֜לֵכ אֵֹׂ֨שנְל֩ לּואָׁש רֶמא֣  ּואֹוב֠
ֹאְמ אֵָ֖רי יִּ֥כ ויָ֔לֵכ אֵֹׂ֣שנ ֙הָבָא אsְ֤ו יִ֔ב־ּולְּלַעְתְִהו ִ֙ינֻ֙רָקְדּו הֶּלֵ֤אָה םיִ֨לֵרֲעָה ִֹּפַּיו בֶרֶ֔חַה־תֶא֙ לּואָׁש חִַּ֤קַּיו ד֑  יִּ֣כ ויָ֖לֵכ־אֵֹֽׂשנ אְרַַּ֥יו ׃ָהיֶֽלָע ל֖
ִֹּפַּיו לּו֑אָׁש תֵ֣מ  ׃ֹוּֽמִע תָמַָּ֥יו ֹוּ֖בְרַח־לַע אּו֛ה־םַּג ל֥

The Philistines pursued Saul and his sons, and the Philistines struck down Jonathan, Abinadab, and 
Malchishua, sons of Saul. The battle raged around Saul, and some of the archers hit him, and he was severely 
wounded by the archers. 
Saul said to his arms-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me through, so that the uncircumcised may not run 
me through and make sport of me.” But his arms-bearer, in his great awe, refused; whereupon Saul grasped 
the sword and fell upon it. 
When his arms-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him. 
 

 
ֹרֲהַל ויִ֔בָאְל ֙הָׂשָע רֶׁ֤שֲא Iֶלֶ֑מיִבֲא תַ֣עָר תֵ֖א םיִ֔הsֱא בֶׁשַָּ֣יו ׃ֹוֹֽמקְמִל ׁשיִ֥א ּו֖כְֵלַּיו Iֶלֶ֑מיִבֲא תֵ֣מ יִּ֣כ לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־ׁשיִֽא ּו֥אְִרַּיו  םיִ֥עְבִׁש־תֶא ג֖

ֹבַָּתו םָׁ֑שֹארְּב םיִ֖הsֱא ביִׁ֥שֵה םֶ֔כְׁש יְֵׁ֣שנַא ֙תַעָר־לָּכ תְֵ֗או ׃ויָֽחֶא  )פ( ׃לַעָּֽבְֻרי־ןֶּב םָ֥תֹוי תַ֖לֲלִֽק םֶ֔היֵלֲא א֣
55-57   When the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, everyone went home. Thus God repaid 
Abimelech for the evil he had done to his father by slaying his seventy brothers; 
and God likewise repaid the men of Shechem for all their wickedness. And so the curse of Jotham son of 
Jerubbaal was fulfilled upon them. 
 
 
Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, V 252 
Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the Israelites with the miseries he had brought upon the 
Shechemites, seemed openly to affect greater authority than he now had: and appeared to set no bounds to 
his violence, unless it were with the destruction of all. Accordingly he marched to Thebes; and took the city on 
the sudden; and there being a great tower therein, whereunto the whole multitude fled, he made preparation 
to besiege it. Now as he was rushing with violence near the gates, a woman threw a piece of a mill-stone upon 
his head. Upon which Abimelech fell down; and desired his armour bearer to kill him; lest his death should be 
thought to be the work of a woman. Who did what he was bid to do. So he underwent this death, as a 
punishment for the wickedness he had perpetrated against his brethren; and his insolent barbarity to the 
Shechemites.  Now the calamity that happened to those Shechemites was according to the prediction of 
Jotham. However, the army that was with Abimelech, upon his fall, was scattered abroad; and went to their 
own homes. 


