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Judges 11:1-11 - Yiftah, that son of a … 

 
 הָּׁ֜שִאָה־ֵינְֽב ּו֨לְּדְִגַּיו םיִ֑נָּב ֹו֖ל דָ֛עְלִּג־תֶׁשֵֽא דֶלֵַּ֧תו ׃חָּֽתְִפי־תֶא דָ֖עְלִּג דֶלֹוַּ֥יו הָ֑נֹוז הָּׁ֣שִא־ןֶּב אּוְ֖הו ִליַ֔ח רֹוּ֣בִּג ָ֙היָה יִ֗דָעְלִּגַה חָּ֣תְִפְיו
ַֹּיו חָּ֗תְִפי־תֶא ּוׁ֣שְרְָגַיו  בֹו֑ט ץֶרֶ֣אְּב בֶׁשֵַּ֖יו ויָ֔חֶא יֵ֣נְּפִמ ֙חָּתְִפי חַ֤רְִבַּיו ׃הָּתָֽא תֶרֶ֖חַא הָּׁ֥שִא־ןֶּב יִּ֛כ ּוניִ֔בָא־תיֵבְּב לְַ֣חנִת־אSֽ ֹ֙ול ּורְמא֤
 )פ( ׃ֹוּֽמִע ּו֖אְֵצַּיו םיִ֔קיֵר םיִָׁ֣שנֲא ֙חָּתְִפי־לֶא ּו֤טְּקַלְֽתִַּיו

 
 

1-3   Jephthah the Gileadite was an able warrior, who was the son of a prostitute. Jephthah’s father was 
Gilead; but Gilead also had sons by his wife, and when the wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out. They 
said to him, “You shall have no share in our father’s property, for you are the son of an outsider.” 
So Jephthah fled from his brothers and settled in the Tob country.  
Men of low character gathered about Jephthah and went out raiding with him. 
 
Babylonian Talmud, Bava Kamma 92b 
Rava said to Rabba bar Mari: From where is this matter derived whereby people say: A bad palm tree strolls 
and goes to be among a grove of barren trees, i.e., bad people seek out other bad people?  
Rabba bar Mari said to him: This matter is written in the Torah, repeated in the Prophets, and triplicated in the 
Writings, and we learned it in a mishna, and we learned it in a baraita. 
Rabba bar Mari explains each of the sources. It is written in the Torah, as it is written: “And so Esau went to 
Ishmael” (Genesis 28:9).  
It is repeated in the Prophets, as it is written: “And there were gathered vain fellows to Yiftah, and they went 
out with him” (Judges 11:3).  
And it is triplicated in the Writings, as it is written: All fowl will live with its kind, and men with those like him 
(Book of Ben Sira 13:17).  
We learned it in a mishna (Kelim 12:2): All that is attached to that which is ritually impure is ritually impure; all 
that is attached to that which is ritually pure is ritually pure.  
And we learned it in a baraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: Not for naught did the starling go to the raven but because it 
is its kind, as it too is a non-kosher bird. 
 

 ץֶרֶ֥אֵמ חָּ֖תְִפי־תֶא תַחַ֥קָל דָ֔עְלִג יֵ֣נְקִז ּ֙וכְֽלֵַּיו לֵ֑אָרְִׂשי־םִע ןֹוּ֖מַע־ֽיֵנְב ּו֥מֲחְִלנ־רֶׁשֲאַּכ יְִ֕הַיו ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשי־םִע ןֹוּ֖מַע־ֽיֵנְב ּו֥מֲחִָּלַּיו םיִָ֑מּיִמ יְִ֖הַיו
 :בֹוֽט
 

4-5   Some time later, the Ammonites went to war against Israel. And when the Ammonites attacked Israel, 
the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah back from the Tob country. 

 
ַֹּיו׃ןֹוּֽמַע יֵ֥נְבִּב הָ֖מֲחָּֽלְִנו ןיִ֑צָקְל ּונָּ֖ל הָתיִ֥יְָהו הָ֕כְל חָּ֔תְִפיְל ּו֣רְמֹאַּיו  תיֵּ֣בִמ ִינּוׁ֖שְרָגְַּתו יִ֔תֹוא םֶ֣תֵאנְׂש ֙םֶּתַא אSֲ֤ה דָ֔עְלִג יֵ֣נְקִזְל ֙חָּתְִפי רֶמא֤

 ׃ֽםֶכָל רַ֥צ רֶׁ֖שֲאַּכ הָּתַ֔ע ֙יַלֵא םֶ֤תאָּב ַעּוּ֜דַמּו יִ֑בָא
 

6-7   They said to Jephthah, “Come be our chief, so that we can fight the Ammonites.” 
Jephthah replied to the elders of Gilead, “You are the very people who rejected me and drove me out of my 
father’s house. How can you come to me now when you are in trouble?” 
 

ֵנְקִז ּ֩ורְמֹאַּיו ֹרְל ּ֙ו֙נָּל ָתיִ֤יְָהו ןֹוּ֑מַע יֵ֣נְבִּב ָּ֖תְמַחְִלְנו ּונָּ֔מִע ָּ֣תְכַלְָהו eיֶ֔לֵא ּונְבַׁ֣ש ֙הָּתַע ֙ןֵכָל חָּ֗תְִפי־לֶא דָ֜עְלִג י֨ ֹכְל ׁשא֔ ַֹּיו ׃דָֽעְלִג יֵ֥בְֹׁשי ל֖  רֶמא֨
ֹרְל םֶ֖כָל הֶ֥יְהֶא יִֹ֕כנָא יָ֑נָפְל םָ֖תֹוא הָ֛וְהי ןַָ֧תְנו ןֹוּ֔מַע יֵ֣נְבִּב ֙םֵחָּלִהְל ֙יִתֹוא םֶּ֤תַא םיִ֨ביִׁשְמ־םִא דָ֗עְלִג יֵ֣נְקִז־לֶא חָּ֜תְִפי  ׃ׁשאֽ
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8-9   The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Honestly, we have now turned back to you. If you come with us 
and fight the Ammonites, you shall be our commander over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “[Very well,] if you bring me back to fight the Ammonites and the LORD 
delivers them to me, I am to be your commander.” 
 

 ֹו֛תֹוא םָ֥עָה ּומיִָׂ֨שַּיו דָ֔עְלִג יֵ֣נְקִז־םִע ֙חָּתְִפי gֶלֵַּ֤יו ׃הֶֽׂשֲַענ ןֵּ֥כ eְ֖רָבְדִכ אS֥־םִא ּוניֵ֔תֹוניֵּֽב ַ֙עֵֹ֙מׁש הֶ֤יְִהי ׳ה חָּ֑תְִפי־לֶא דָ֖עְלִג־ֽיֵנְקִז ּו֥רְמֹאַּיו
ֹרְל םֶ֖היֵלֲע  )פ( ׃הָּֽפְצִּמַּב ׳ה יֵ֥נְפִל ויָ֛רָבְּד־לָּכ־תֶא חָּ֧תְִפי רֵּ֨בְַדַיו ןיִ֑צָקְלּו ׁשא֣
 

And the elders of Gilead answered Jepthah, “The LORD Himself shall be witness between us: we will do just as 
you have said.” 
Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him their commander and chief. And Jephthah 
repeated all these terms before the LORD at Mizpah. 
 
Midrash Esther Rabbah 5:4 
"And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead of Vashti.” The proposal pleased the king, 
and he acted upon it (Esther 2:4)": Who was suitable for this thing? Mordechai: "In the fortress Shushan lived 
a Jew by the name of Mordecai (Esther 2:5)". And similarly: "God looked upon the Israelites, and God took 
notice of them (Exodus 2:25)". Who was suitable for this thing? Moses: "And Moses was a shepherd (Exodus 
3:1)". And similarly: "Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “All of you go home (1 Samuel 8:22)". Who was 
suitable for this thing? Saul, as it is said: "There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish (1 Samuel 9:1)". 
And similarly: "When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine they were dismayed and terror-
stricken (1 Samuel 17:11)". Who was suitable for this thing? David: "David was the son of a certain Ephrathite 
of Bethlehem in Judah (1 Samuel 17:12)". Rabbi Yehoshua son of Aviram said two things: "It is written: "And 
he had oppressed Israel strongly (Judges 4:3)": what does "strongly" (chazaqah) mean? Rabbi Yitzchak said: 
"With shaming and blaspheming". How? It says: "You have spoken hard words (chazqu) against Me (Malachi 
3:13)". Who was suitable for this thing? Deborah. See! It is written: "Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, was a 
prophetess (Judges 4:4)"". Rabbi Yehoshua son of Aviram said another: ""The troops—the officers of Gilead—
said to one another, “Let the man who is the first to fight the Ammonites be chieftain over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead (Judges 10:18)". Who was suitable for this thing? Jephthah: "Jephthah the Gileadite was an able 
warrior (Judges 11:1)"". 


