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Of Burros and Boroughs – Judges 10 

 
־תֶא ֹ֙טּפְִׁשַּיו ׃ִםיָֽרְפֶא רַ֥הְּב ריִ֖מָׁשְּב בֵֹׁ֥שי־אּוְֽהו רָ֑כשִָּׂשי ׁשיִ֣א ֹו֖דֹוּד־ןֶּב הָ֛אּוּפ־ןֶּב עָ֧לֹוּת לֵ֗אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ַעיִׁ֣שֹוהְל 7ֶלֶ֜מיִבֲא יֵ֨רֲחַא ֩םָָקַּיו
 )פ( ׃ריִֽמָׁשְּב רֵ֥בִָּקַּיו תָמַָּ֖יו הָ֑נָׁש ׁשXְָׁ֖שו םיִ֥רְׂשֶע לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי

 
1-2   After Abimelech, Tola son of Puah son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, arose to deliver Israel. He lived at 
Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim. He led Israel for twenty-three years;  
then he died and was buried at Shamir. 

 
ִנָּב םיִׁ֣שXְׁש ֹו֞ל־יְִהֽיַו ׃ֽהָנָׁש ִםיַּ֖תְׁשּו םיִ֥רְׂשֶע לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי־תֶא ֹ֙טּפְִׁשַּיו יִ֑דָעְלִּגַה ריִָ֖אי ויָ֔רֲחַא םָקַָּ֣יו ֹר םי֗  םיִׁ֥שXְׁשּו םיִָ֔ריֲע םיִׁ֣שXְׁש־לַע ֙םיִבְכֽ

ֺּוַח ׀ ּו֣אְרְִקי םֶ֞הָל םֶ֑הָל םיִָ֖ריֲע  )פ( ׃ןֹוֽמָקְּב רֵ֖בִָּקַּיו ריִָ֔אי תָמַָּ֣יו ׃דָֽעְלִּגַה ץֶרֶ֥אְּב רֶׁ֖שֲא הֶּ֔זַה םֹוּ֣יַה דַ֚ע ריִָ֗אי ת֣
 
3-5   After him arose Jair the Gileadite, and he led Israel for twenty-two years. He had thirty sons, who rode on 
thirty burros and owned thirty boroughs in the region of Gilead; these are called Havvoth-jair to this day. 
Then Jair died and was buried at Kamon. 

 
 יֵ֣הXֱא ׀ תְֵ֣או ןֹו֜דיִצ יֵ֨הXֱא־תְֶאו ֩םָרֲא יֵ֣הXֱא־תְֶאו תֹו֡רָּתְׁשַעָה־תְֶאו םיִ֣לָעְּבַה־תֶא ּו֣דְבַַעַּיו ׳ה יֵ֣ניֵעְּב ֮עַרָה תֹוׂ֣שֲעַל לֵ֗אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב ׀ ּופִֹ֣סַּיו

 דַ֖יְבּו םיִּ֔תְׁשִלְּפ־ַדיְּב ֙םֵרְּכְִמּֽיַו לֵ֑אָרְִׂשיְּב ׳ה ףַ֥א־רַֽחִַּיו ׃ּוהּוֽדָבֲע אXְ֥ו ׳ה־תֶא ּו֥בְזַַעַּיו םיִּ֑תְׁשִלְפ יֵ֣הXֱא תְֵ֖או ןֹוּ֔מַע־ֵינְב יֵ֣הXֱא ֙תְֵאו בָ֗אֹומ
 ׃ןֹוּֽמַע יֵ֥נְּב

 
6-7   The Israelites again did what was offensive to the LORD. They served the Baalim and the Ashtaroth, and 
the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the 
Philistines; they forsook the LORD and did not serve Him. 
And the LORD, incensed with Israel, surrendered them to the Philistines and to the Ammonites. 

 
ְֹרַיו ּו֤צֲעְִרּֽיַו ֶֹנמְׁש איִ֑הַה הָ֖נָּׁשַּב לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב־תֶא ּ֙וצְצֽ ָנָׁש הֵ֜רְׂשֶע ה֨  רֶׁ֥שֲא יִֹ֖רמֱאָה ץֶרֶ֥אְּב ןֵּ֔דְַרּיַה רֶבֵ֣עְּב ֙רֶׁשֲא֙ לֵאָרְִׂשי יֵ֤נְּב־לָּכ־תֶֽא ה֗

ֹאְמ לֵ֖אָרְִׂשיְל רֶצֵַּ֥תו ִםיָ֑רְפֶא תיֵ֣בְבּו ןיִָ֖מְינִבְבּו הָ֥דּוהיִּב־םַּג םֵ֛חָּלִהְל ןֵּ֔דְַרּיַה־תֶא ֙ןֹוּמַע־ֽיֵנְב ּו֤רְבַַעַּיו ׃דָֽעְלִּגַּב ־לֶא לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב ּ֙וקֲעְִזּֽיַו ׃דֽ
ֹמאֵל ׳ה ֹבֲַעּֽנַו ּוניֵ֔הXֱא־תֶא ּ֙ונְבַ֙זָע יְִ֤כו 7ָ֔ל ּונאָ֣טָח ר֑  )פ( ׃םיִֽלָעְּבַה־תֶא ד֖
 

8-10   That year they battered and shattered the Israelites—for eighteen years—all the Israelites beyond the 
Jordan, in [what had been] the land of the Amorites in Gilead. The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to make 
war on Judah, Benjamin, and the House of Ephraim. Israel was in great distress. 
Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, “We stand guilty before You, for we have forsaken our God and 
served the Baalim.” 
 

 ּו֣קֲעְצִַּתו םֶ֑כְתֶא ּו֖צֲחָל ןֹו֔עָמּו ֙קֵלָמֲֽעַו םיִ֤נֹודיְִצו ׃םיִּֽתְׁשִלְּפ־ןִמּו ןֹוּ֖מַע יֵ֥נְּב־ןִמּו יִֹ֔רמֱאָ֣ה־ןִמּו ִ֙םיַ֙רְצִּמִמ אXֲ֤ה לֵ֑אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב־לֶא ׳ה רֶמֹאּיַ֥ו
־לֶא ּ֙וקֲֽעְַזו ּו֗כְל ׃ֽםֶכְתֶא ַעיִׁ֥שֹוהְל ףיִ֖סֹוא־אXֽ ןֵ֥כָל םיִ֑רֵחֲא םיִ֣הXֱא ּו֖דְבַעַַּתו יִ֔תֹוא םֶּ֣תְבַזֲע ֙םֶּתְַאו ׃םָָֽדּיִמ םֶ֖כְתֶא הָעיִׁ֥שֹוָאו יַ֔לֵא
 ׃ֽםֶכְתַרָצ תֵ֥עְּב םֶ֖כָל ּועיִׁ֥שֹוי הָּמֵ֛ה םָּ֑ב םֶּ֖תְרַחְּב רֶׁ֥שֲא םיִ֔הXֱאָ֣ה

11-14   But the LORD said to the Israelites, “[I have rescued you] from the Egyptians, from the Amorites, from 
the Ammonites, and from the Philistines. The Sidonians, Amalek, and Maon also oppressed you; and when you 
cried out to Me, I saved you from them. 
Yet you have forsaken Me and have served other gods. No, I will not deliver you again. Go cry to the gods you 
have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress!” 

 



 

www.orhamidbar.org 

 
 ֙רֵָכּנַה יֵ֤הXֱא־תֶא ּוריִָ֜סַּיו ׃ֽהֶּזַה םֹוּ֥יַה אָ֖נ ּונֵ֥ליִּצַה 7ַ֛א sיֶ֑ניֵעְּב בֹוּ֖טַה־לָכְּכ ּונָ֔ל הָּ֣תַא־הֵׂשֲע ּונאָ֔טָח ׳ה־לֶא לֵ֤אָרְִׂשי־ֵינְב ּו֨רְמֹאַּיו

 )פ( ׃לֵֽאָרְִׂשי לַ֥מֲעַּב ֹוׁ֖שְַפנ רַ֥צְקִַּתו ׳ה־תֶא ּו֖דְבַַעַּיו םָּ֔בְרִּקִמ
 

15-16   But the Israelites implored the LORD: “We stand guilty. Do to us as You see fit; only save us this day!” 
They removed the alien gods from among them and served the LORD; and He could not bear the miseries of 
Israel. 

 
 לֵָ֔חי רֶׁ֣שֲא ׁשיִ֔אָה יִ֣מ ּוהֵ֔עֵר־לֶא ׁשיִ֣א ֙דָעְלִג יֵ֤רָׂש םָ֜עָה ּו֨רְמֹאַּיו ׃הָּֽפְצִּמַּב ּו֖נֲַחּֽיַו לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב ּ֙ופְסֵָֽאַּיו דָ֑עְלִּגַּב ּו֖נֲַחּֽיַו ןֹוּ֔מַע יֵ֣נְּב ּ֙וקֲעִָּֽצַּיו
ֹרְל הֶ֣יְֽהִי ןֹוּ֑מַע יֵ֣נְבִּב םֵ֖חָּלִהְל ֹכְל ׁשא֔  )פ( ׃דָֽעְלִג יֵ֥בְֹׁשי ל֖
 

17-18   The Ammonites mustered and they encamped in Gilead; and the Israelites massed and they encamped 
at Mizpah. The troops—the officers of Gilead—said to one another, “Let the man who is the first to fight the 
Ammonites be chieftain over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 
 
 
Biblical Antiquities – Pseudo Philo  
1. Then did Jair judge Israel 22 years. 
The same built a sanctuary to Baal, and led the people astray saying: Every man that sacrificeth not unto Baal 
shall die. And when all the people sacrificed, seven men only would not sacrifice whose names are these: 
Dephal, Abiesdrel, Getalibal, Selumi, Assur, Jonadali, Memihel.  
 
2. The same answered and said unto Jair: Behold, we remember the precepts which they that were before us 
commanded us, and Debbora our mother, saying: Take heed that ye turn not away your heart to the right 
hand or to the left, but attend unto the law of the Lord day and night. Now therefore why dost thou corrupt 
the people of the Lord and deceive them, saying: Baal is God, let us worship him? And now if he be God as 
thou sayest, let him speak as a God, and then we will sacrifice unto him.  
 
3. And Jair said: Burn them with fire, for they have blasphemed Baal. And his servants took them to burn them 
with fire. And when they cast them upon the fire there went forth Nathaniel, the angel which is over fire, and 
quenched the fire and burned up the servants of Jair: but the seven men he made to escape, so that no man of 
the people saw them, for he had smitten the people with blindness.  
 
4. And when Jair came to the place (or it came to the place of Jair) he also was burned. But before he burned 
him, the angel of the Lord said unto him: Hear the word of the Lord before thou diest. Thus saith the Lord: I 
raised thee up out of the land of Egypt, and appointed thee ruler over my peoples. But thou hast risen and 
corrupted my covenant, and hast led them astray, and hast sought to burn my servants in the flame, because 
they reproved thee, which though they be burned with corruptible fire, yet now are they quickened with living 
fire and are delivered. But thou shalt die, saith the Lord, and in the fire wherein thou shalt die, therein shalt 
thou have thy dwelling. And thereafter he burned him, and came even unto the pillar of Baal and overthrew it, 
and burned up Baal with the people that stood by, even 1000 men. 
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