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Stop Your Navel-Gazing! – Avimelech Breaks Up With Shechem 

 
 ׃2ֶלֶֽמיִבֲאַּב םֶ֖כְׁש־יֵלֲעַב ּו֥דְּגְִבַּיו םֶ֑כְׁש יֵ֣לֲעַּב ןיֵ֖בּו 2ֶלֶ֔מיִבֲא ןיֵּ֣ב הָ֔עָר ַחּו֣ר ֙םיִה-ֱא חַ֤לְׁשִַּיו ׃םֽיִנָׁש ׁש9ָׁ֥ש לֵ֖אָרְִׂשי־לַע 2ֶלֶ֛מיִבֲא רַׂשַָּ֧יו
ֹרֲהַל ויָָ֖די־תֶא ּו֥קְּזִח־רֶׁשֲא םֶ֔כְׁש יֵ֣לֲעַּב֙ לְַעו םָ֔תֹוא גַ֣רָה רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙םֶהיִחֲא 2ֶלֶ֤מיִבֲא־לַע םּוׂ֞שָל םָ֗מְָדו לַעָּ֑בְֻרי־ֽיֵנְּב םיִ֣עְבִׁש סַ֖מֲח אֹו֕בָל  ג֥
ֹבֲַעי־רֶׁשֲא־לָּכ תֵ֛א ּו֗לְזְִגַּיו םיִ֔רָהֶה יֵׁ֣שאָר לַ֚ע םיִ֗בְרָאְמ םֶ֜כְׁש יֵ֨לֲעַב ֹ֩ול ּומיִָׂ֣שַּיו ׃ויָֽחֶא־תֶא  )פ( ׃2ֶלֶֽמיִבֲאַל דַֻּ֖גַּיו 2ֶרָּ֑דַּב םֶ֖היֵלֲע ר֥
 

9:22-25   Abimelech held sway over Israel for three years. 
Then God sent a spirit of discord between Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, and the citizens of Shechem 
broke faith with Abimelech—to the end that the crime committed against the seventy sons of Jerubbaal might 
be avenged, and their blood recoil upon their brother Abimelech, who had slain them, and upon the citizens of 
Shechem, who had abetted him in the slaying of his brothers. 
The citizens of Shechem planted ambuscades against him on the hilltops; and they robbed whoever passed by 
them on the road. Word of this reached Abimelech. 
 

ָֹבַּיו ָֹבַּיו םיִ֑לּוּלִה ּוׂ֖שֲַעּֽיַו ּו֔כְרְִדּֽיַו ֙םֶהיֵמְרַּכ־תֶא ּו֤רְצְִבּֽיַו הֶ֜דָּׂשַה ּו֨אְֵצַּיו ׃ֽםֶכְׁש יֵ֥לֲעַּב ֹו֖ב־ּוחְטְִבַּיו םֶ֑כְׁשִּב ּו֖רְבַַעַּיו ויָ֔חְֶאו ֙דֶבֶ֙ע־ןֶּב לַעַּ֤ג א֞  ּ֙וא֙
 ׃2ֶלֶֽמיִבֲא־תֶא ּו֖לְלְַקֽיַו ּוּ֔תְִׁשַּיו ּ֙ולְכֽאַֹּיו םֶ֔היֵה9ֽֽ ֱא תיֵּ֣ב
 

26-27   Then Gaal son of Ebed and his companions came passing through Shechem, and the citizens of 
Shechem gave him their confidence. 
They went out into the fields, gathered and trod out the vintage of their vineyards, and made a festival. They 
entered the temple of their god, and as they ate and drank they reviled Abimelech. 
 

ַֹּיו  ַעּוּ֖דַמּו םֶ֔כְׁש יִ֣בֲא ֙רֹומֲח יְֵׁ֤שנַא־תֶא ּו֗דְבִע ֹו֑דיִקְּפ לֻ֣בְזּו לַעַּ֖בְֻרי־ןֶב א9ֲ֥ה ּוּנֶ֔דְבַַענ יִּ֣כ ֙םֶכְׁש־יִֽמּו 2ֶלֶ֤מיִבֲא־יִֽמ דֶבֶ֗ע־ןֶּב לַעַּ֣ג ׀ רֶמא֣
ַֹּיו 2ֶלֶ֑מיִבֲא־תֶא הָריִ֖סְָאו יִָ֔דיְּב ֙הֶּזַה םָ֤עָה־תֶא ןִֵּ֜תי יִ֨מּו ׃ּונְֽחָנֲא ּוּנֶ֥דְבַַענ  ׃הָאֵָֽצו lֲ֖אָבְצ הֶּ֥בַר 2ֶלֶ֔מיִבֲאַל ֙רֶמא֙

 
28-29   Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech and who are [we] Shechemites, that we should serve him? 
This same son of Jerubbaal and his lieutenant Zebul once served the men of Hamor, the father of Shechem; so 
why should we serve him? Oh, if only this people were under my command, I would get rid of Abimelech! One 
would challenge Abimelech, ‘Fill up your ranks and come out here!’” 
 

ֹמאֵל הָ֣מְרָתְּב 2ֶלֶ֖מיִבֲא־לֶא םיִ֛כָאְלַמ חַ֧לְִׁשַּיו ׃ֹוּֽפַא רַחִַּ֖יו דֶבָ֑ע־ןֶּב לַעַּ֣ג יֵ֖רְבִּד־תֶא ריִ֔עָה־רַׂש֙ לֻבְז עַ֗מְִׁשַּיו  ֙ויָחְֶאו דֶבֶ֤ע־ןֶּב לַעַ֨ג ֵ֩הּנִה ר֑
ֹרֱֶאו 2ָּ֑תִא־רֶׁשֲא םָ֣עְָהו הָּ֖תַא הְָליַ֔ל םּו֣ק ֙הָּתְַעו ׃lיֶֽלָע ריִ֖עָה־תֶא םיִ֥רָצ םָּ֛נְִהו הָמֶ֔כְׁש םיִ֣אָּב  ׃הֶֽדָּׂשַּב ב֖
 

30-32   When Zebul, the governor of the city, heard the words of Gaal son of Ebed, he was furious. 
He sent messages to Abimelech at Tormah to say, “Gaal son of Ebed and his companions have come to 
Shechem and they are inciting the city against you. Therefore, set out at night with the forces you have with 
you and conceal yourself in the fields. 
 

ֹּבַב הָ֤יְָהו ֹרְזִּכ ֙רֶק֙  ס ׃lֶָֽדי אָ֥צְמִּת רֶׁ֖שֲאַּכ ֹוּ֔ל ָתיִׂ֣שְָעו lיֶ֔לֵא םיִ֣אְֹצי ֹ֙וּתִא־רֶׁשֲא םָ֤עְָהו אּו֞ה־ֵהּנְִהו ריִ֑עָה־לַע ָּ֣תְטַׁשָפּו םיִּ֖כְׁשַּת ׁשֶמֶּׁ֔שַה ַח֣
33   Early next morning, as the sun rises, advance on the city. He and his men will thereupon come out against 
you, and you will do to him whatever you find possible.” 
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ֹמֲַעַּיו דֶבֶ֔ע־ןֶּב לַעַּ֣ג ֙אֵֵצַּיו ׃םיִֽׁשאָר הָ֖עָּבְרַא םֶ֔כְׁש־לַע ּו֣בְרֶֶאַּיו הְָליָ֑ל ֹוּ֖מִע־רֶׁשֲא םָ֥עָה־לְָכו 2ֶלֶ֛מיִבֲא םָקַָּ֧יו  םָקַָּ֧יו ריִ֑עָה רַעַׁ֣ש חַתֶּ֖פ ד֕
ַֹּיו ֒םָעָה־תֶא֮ לַעַּג־אְַרַּיו ׃בָֽרְאַּמַה־ןִמ ֹוּ֖תִא־רֶׁשֲא םָ֥עְָהו 2ֶלֶ֛מיִבֲא ַֹּיו םיִ֑רָהֶה יֵׁ֖שאָרֵמ דֵ֔רֹוי םָ֣ע־ֵהּנִה לֻ֔בְז־לֶא רֶמא֣  תֵ֣א לֻ֔בְז ֙ויָלֵא רֶמא֤
 )ס( ׃םיִָֽׁשנֲאָּכ הֶֹ֖אר הָּ֥תַא םיִ֛רָהֶה לֵ֧צ
 

34-36   Abimelech and all the men with him set out at night and disposed themselves against Shechem in four 
hiding places. 
When Gaal son of Ebed came out and stood at the entrance to the city gate, Abimelech and the army with him 
emerged from concealment. Gaal saw the army and said to Zebul, “That’s an army marching down from the 
hilltops!” But Zebul said to him, “The shadows of the hills look to you like men.” 
 

ַֹּיו ַֹּיו ֒רֵּבַדְל֮ לַעַּג דֹו֣ע ףֶס֨ ַֹּיו ׃םֽיְִננֹועְמ ןֹו֥לֵא 2ֶרֶּ֖דִמ אָּ֔ב דָ֣חֶא־ׁשֹאְרו ץֶרָ֑אָה רּוּ֣בַט םִ֖עֵמ םיִ֔דְרֹֽוי ֙םָע־ֵהּנִה רֶמא֕ ֵּיַא לֻ֗בְז ויָ֜לֵא רֶמא֨  ה֨
 )ס( ׃ֹוּֽב םֶחָּ֥לְִהו הָּ֖תַע אָ֥נ־אֵצ ֹוּ֔ב הָּתְסַ֣אָמ רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙םָעָה הֶ֤ז א9ֲ֨ה ּוּנֶ֑דְבַַענ יִּ֣כ 2ֶלֶ֖מיִבֲא יִ֥מ רַ֔מֹאּת רֶׁ֣שֲא l֙יִ֙פ אֹו֥פֵא
 

37-38   Gaal spoke up again, “Look, an army is marching down from Tabbur-erez, and another column is 
coming from the direction of Elon-meonenim.” 
“Well,” replied Zebul, “where is your boast, ‘Who is Abimelech that we should serve him’? There is the army 
you sneered at; now go out and fight it!” 
 

 ׃רַעָּֽׁשַה חַתֶּ֥פ־דַע םיִּ֖בַר םיִ֥לָלֲח ּו֛לְִּפּֽיַו ויָ֑נָּפִמ ָסנַָּ֖יו 2ֶלֶ֔מיִבֲא ּוהֵ֣פְּדְִרַּיו ׃2ֶלֶֽמיִבֲאַּב םֶחִָּ֖לַּיו םֶ֑כְׁש יֵ֣לֲעַּב יֵ֖נְפִל לַעַ֔ג אֵצֵַּ֣יו
 

39-40   So Gaal went out at the head of the citizens of Shechem and gave battle to Abimelech. But he had to 
flee before him, and Abimelech pursued him, and many fell slain, all the way to the entrance of the gate. 
 

 ׃2ֶלֶֽמיִבֲאַל ּודִַּ֖גַּיו הֶ֑דָּׂשַה םָ֖עָה אֵֵ֥צַּיו תָ֔רֳחָּמִֽמ ֙יְִהֽיַו ׃ֽםֶכְׁשִּב תֶבֶּׁ֥שִמ ויָ֖חֶא־תְֶאו לַעַּ֥ג־תֶא לֻ֛בְז ׁשֶרְָ֧גַיו הָ֑מּוראָּב 2ֶלֶ֖מיִבֲא בֶׁשֵַּ֥יו
ֹרֱֶאַּיו םיִׁ֔שאָר הָׁ֣ש9ְׁשִל ֙םֵצֱֶחּֽיַו םָ֗עָה־תֶא חִַּ֣קַּיו ַַּיו הֶ֑דָּׂשַּב ב֖  ׃ֽםֵַּכַּיו םֶ֖היֵלֲע םָקַָּ֥יו ריִ֔עָה־ןִמ אֵֹ֣צי ֙םָעָה הֵּ֤נְִהו אְר֗
 2ֶלֶ֜מיִבֲַאו ׃םּוַּֽכַּיו הֶ֖דָּׂשַּב רֶׁ֥שֲא־לָּכ־לַֽע ּו֛טְׁשָּֽפ םיִׁ֗שאָָרֽה יֵ֣נְׁשּו ריִ֑עָה רַעַׁ֣ש חַתֶּ֖פ ּו֔דְמַעַַּ֣יו ּו֕טְׁשָּפ ֹוּ֔מִע רֶׁ֣שֲא ֙םיִׁשאָרְָהו 2ֶלֶ֗מיִבֲַאו
ֹּכ ריִ֗עָּב םָ֣חְִלנ  )פ( ׃חַלֶֽמ ָהֶ֖עָרְִזַּיו ריִ֔עָה־תֶא ֹ֙ץִּתַּיו גָ֑רָה ּהָּ֖ב־רֶׁשֲא םָ֥עָה־תְֶאו ריִ֔עָה־תֶא ֹ֙דּכְִלַּיו אּו֔הַה םֹוּ֣יַה ל֚

 
41-45   Then Abimelech stayed in Arumah, while Zebul expelled Gaal and his companions and kept them out of 
Shechem. 
The next day, when people went out into the fields, Abimelech was informed. 
Taking the army, he divided it into three columns and lay in ambush in the fields; and when he saw the people 
coming out of the city, he pounced upon them and struck them down. 
While Abimelech and the column that followed him dashed ahead and took up a position at the entrance of 
the city gate, the other two columns rushed upon all that were in the open and struck them down. 
Abimelech fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and massacred the people in it; he razed 
the town and sowed it with salt. 
 

Tabur Ha’aretz: The Pupick of the World? 
 
Ezekiel 38:11-12 
You will say, “I will invade a land of open towns, I will fall upon a tranquil people living secure, all of them 
living in unwalled towns and lacking bars and gates, in order to take spoil and seize plunder”—to turn your 
hand against repopulated wastes, and against a people gathered from among nations, acquiring livestock and 
possessions, living at the center of the earth – tabur ha’aretz. 
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Isaiah 40:21-22 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? Have you not been told from the very first? Have you not discerned 
How the earth was founded? 
It is He who is enthroned above the vault of the earth - ץֶרָ֔אָה גּו֣ח־לַע ֙בֵֹׁשּיַה  - So that its inhabitants seem as 
grasshoppers; Who spread out the skies like gauze, Stretched them out like a tent to dwell in. 
 
Jubilees 8:18-19 
And Noah rejoiced that this portion came forth for Shem and for his sons, and he remembered all that he had 
spoken with his mouth in prophecy; for he had said: 'Blessed be the Lord God of Shem and may the Lord dwell 
in the dwelling of Shem.' 
And he knew that the Garden of Eden is the holy of holies, and the dwelling of the Lord, and Mount Sinai the 
centre of the desert, and Mount Zion -the centre of the navel of the earth: these three were created as holy 
places facing each other. 
 
Midrash Tanchuma, Kedoshim 10:1 
(Lev. 19:23:) “When you come into the land and plant.” This text is related (to Eccl. 2:5), “I made gardens and 
orchards for myself, and in them I planted every kind of fruit tree.” - Do not all people plant whatever they 
want, whatever someone plants in the earth, be it pepper or anything else. But if he plants, do the plants 
automatically produce? As no one knows the place of every plant, [i.e.] where to plant it.  
However, because Solomon was wise, he planted all the species of trees in their place, as stated (ibid.), “I 
made gardens and orchards for myself, in which I planted every kind of fruit tree.”  
What is the meaning of “every kind of fruit tree?”  
R. Yannai said, “Solomon even planted peppers in the land.”  
But how did he plant them?  
It is simply that Solomon was wise and knew the root of the foundation of the world. 
How? ( 
Ps. 50:2), “Out of Zion God has shined forth as the perfection of beauty.” - This means that out of Zion has all 
of the whole world been perfected, as it is taught: Why is it called foundation stone? Because out of it the 
world was founded.  Now Solomon knew which vein went to Cush and planted peppers on it, and they 
produced immediately. See what he says (in Eccl. 2:5), “and in them I planted every kind of fruit tree.”  
 
Another interpretation (of Eccl. 2:5), “and in them I planted every kind of fruit tree.” - Just as a navel is set in 
the middle of a person, so the Land of Israel is the navel of the world. Thus it is stated (in Ezek. 38:12), “who 
dwell on the navel of the earth.”  …  
The Land of Israel sits at the center of the world; Jerusalem is in the center of the Land of Israel; the sanctuary 
is in the center of Jerusalem; the Temple building is in the center of the sanctuary; the ark is in the center of 
the Temple building; and the foundation stone, out of which the world was founded, is before the Temple 
building. 
Now Solomon, who was wise, determined the roots that went out from [that stone] into the whole world and 
planted all species of trees in them. He therefore said (in Eccl. 2:5), “I made gardens and orchards for myself.” 
 


