Parshat Sh’mot, 5781 – Exodus 2:11-3:1
ָ֑תם ַוַיּ ְר֙א ִ֣אישׁ ִמְצ ִ֔רי ַמֶ֥כּה ִאישׁ־ִעְב ִ֖רי ֵמֶאָֽחיו׃ ַו ִ֤יֶּפן ֹכּ֙הCמֶשׁ֙ה ַוֵיֵּ֣צא ֶאל־ֶאָ֔חיו ַו ַ֖יּ ְרא ְבִּסְב
ֹ ַוְיִ֣הי ׀ ַבָּיִּ֣מים ָהֵ֗הם ַוִיּ ְגַ֤דּל
 ֶאת־ַהִמְּצ ִ֔רי ַֽו ִיְּטְמ ֵ֖נהוּ ַבּֽחוֹל׃ ַוֵיֵּצ֙א ַבּ ֣יּוֹם ַהֵשִּׁ֔ני ְוִה ֵ֛נּה ְשׁ ֵֽני־ֲאָנִ֥שׁים ִעְב ִ֖רים ִנ ִ֑צּים ַו ֙יּ ֹאֶמ֙רNָ֙וֹ֔כה ַו ַ֖יּ ְרא ִ֣כּי ֵ֣אין ִ֑אישׁ ַוַיּ
אֵ֔מר ַכֲּאֶ֥שׁר ָהַ֖ר ְגָתּ ֶאת־ַהִמְּצ ִ֑רי ַוִיּיָ֤רא
ֹ שֵׁפ֙ט ָעֵ֔לינוּ ַהְלָה ְרֵ֙גִנ֙י ַאָ֣תּה
ֹ  ְלִ֨אישׁ ַ֤שׂר ְוY֞׃ ַ֠ויּ ֹאֶמר ִ֣מי ָֽשְׂמYָֽלָרָ֔שׁע ָ֥לָמּה ַתֶ֖כּה ֵרֶֽע
ֹ
מֶשׁ֙ה ִמְפּ ֵ֣ני ַפ ְרֹ֔עה ַו ֵ֥יֶּשׁב
ֹ מֶ֑שׁה ַוִיְּבַ֤רח
ֹ מֶשׁ֙ה ַויּ ֹאַ֔מר ָאֵ֖כן נוַֹ֥דע ַהָדָּֽבר׃ ַוִיְּשַׁ֤מע ַפּ ְרֹע֙ה ֶאת־ַהָדָּ֣בר ַהֶ֔זּה ַוְיַב ֵ֖קּשׁ ַלֲהֹ֣רג ֶאת־
ְבֶּֽאֶרץ־ִמְד ָ֖י ן ַו ֵ֥יֶּשׁב ַֽעל־ַהְבֵּֽאר׃
2:11-15 Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their
labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsmen. He turned this way and that and, seeing no
one about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.
When he went out the next day, he found two Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why do you
strike your fellow?”
He retorted, “Who made you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”
Moses was frightened, and thought: Then the matter is known!
When Pharaoh learned of the matter, he sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled from Pharaoh. He arrived in the
land of Midian, and sat down beside a well.
a) Midrash Sh’mot Rabbah 1:32
[The Egyptian] was certainly deserving of death as it is written, “one who kills a human shall be put to death”
(Lev. 24:21).
Moreover, it was because [this same Egyptian] had committed adultery with Dotan’s wife, and for that reason
deserved to die, as it is written, “the adulterer and the adulteress shall be put to death” (Lev. 20:10).
So it says “He turned this way and that” it means that he saw both what [the Egyptian] did in [Dotan’s] house
and in the field.
b) Midrash Shmot Rabbah 1:33
“He turned this way and that” – he saw that there would be no hope of righteous descendants from this man,
and none from any of his children, until the end of time.
c) The Chronicles of Moses (Otzar Hamidrashim p.356)
God said to Moses, “Did I tell you to go and kill the Egyptian?!”
Moses answered, “Why, You killed all of the Egyptian first born, and I am to die over one Egyptian?!”
To which God responded, “And are you, like Me, able to both kill and give life?! Are you, like Me, able to bring
[the dead] back to life?!

וְּלֹכֵ֥הן ִמְד ָ֖י ן ֶ֣שַׁבע ָבּ ֑נוֹת ַוָתּ ֣ב ֹאָנה ַוִתְּדֶ֗לָנה ַוְתַּמֶ֨לּאָנ֙ה ֶאת־ָ֣ה ְרָהִ֔טים ְלַהְשׁ֖קוֹת ֥צ ֹאן ֲאִביֶֽהן׃ ַוָיֹּ֥באוּ ָהֹר ִ֖עים ַוְיָג ְר֑שׁוּם
מֶשׁ֙ה ַו ֣יּוִֹשָׁ֔ען ַו ַ֖יְּשְׁק ֶאת־צ ֹא ָֽנם׃ ַוָתּ ֕ב ֹאָנה ֶאל־ ְרעוֵּ֖אל ֲאִביֶ֑הן ַו ֕יּ ֹאֶמר ַמ ֛דּוַּע ִמַה ְרֶ֥תּן ֖בּ ֹא ַה ֽיּוֹם׃
ֹ ַו ָ֤יּ ָקם
ה ָדָל֙ה ָ֔לנוּ ַו ַ֖יְּשְׁק ֶאת־ַה ֽצּ ֹאן׃ ַו ֥יּ ֹאֶמר ֶאל־ְבֹּנָ֖תיו ְוַא ֑יּוֹ ָ֤לָמּה ֶזּ֙ה ֲעַזְבֶ֣תּןCַ֤ותּ ֹאַ֕מ ְרן ָ ִ֣אישׁ ִמְצ ִ֔רי ִהִצּיָ֖לנוּ ִמ ַ֣יּד ָהֹר ִ֑עים ְוַגם־ָדּ
מֶֽשׁה׃ ַוֵ֣תֶּלד ֵ֔בּן ַוִיְּקָ֥רא ֶאת־
ֹ מֶ֖שׁה ָלֶ֣שֶׁבת ֶאת־ָהִ֑אישׁ ַוִיֵּ֛תּן ֶאת־ִצֹפָּ֥רה ִב֖תּוֹ ְל
ֹ ֶאת־ָהִ֔אישׁ ִק ְרֶ֥אן ֖לוֹ ְו ֥י ֹאַכל ָֽלֶחם׃ ַו ֥יּוֶֹאל
שׁם ִ֣כּי ָאַ֔מר ֵ֣גּר ָהִ֔ייִתי ְבֶּ֖אֶרץ ָנְכ ִר ָֽיּה׃
ֹ ֑ ְשׁ֖מוֹ ֵגּ ְר

2:16-22 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water, and filled the troughs to
water their father’s flock; but shepherds came and drove them off. Moses rose to their defense, and he
watered their flock.
When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come back so soon today?”
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They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew water for us and watered the
flock.”
He said to his daughters, “Where is he then? Why did you leave the man? Ask him in to break bread.”
Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah as wife.
She bore a son whom he named Gershom, for he said, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land.”
Mechilta D’Rabbi Yishmael, Yitro 1, p.189
Yitro had seven names: Yeter, Yitro, Hovav, Reu’el, Hever, Putiel, Keni.
Yeter — he added (yiter) a section in the Torah;
Yitro — he was "abundant" (yiter) in good deeds.
Hovav — he was beloved (hovev) by the Lord.
Reu’el — he was a "friend" (re’a) to the Lord.
Hever — he was a "companion" (haver) to the Lord.
Putiel — he "weaned himself" (niftar) from idolatry.
Keni — he was zealous (kinei) for Heaven and he acquired (kanah) Torah.
Targum Yonatan
u’l’onis d’midian ולכהן מדין = ולאוניס דמדין
Onis>tyranis>leader/ruler

ִ֖הים ִמן־C ִמְצ ַ ֔רִים ַוֵיָּאְנ֧חוּ ְב ֵֽני־ִיְשָׂרֵ֛אל ִמן־ָהֲעֹבָ֖דה ַוִיְּזָ֑עקוּ ַוַ֧תַּעל ַשׁ ְוָעָ֛תם ֶאל־ָהֱאNַוְיִה ֩י ַבָיִּ֨מים ָֽהַרִ֜בּים ָהֵ֗הם ַוָ֙יָּמ֙ת ֶ֣מֶל
ִ֖היםCקב׃ ַו ַ֥יּ ְרא ֱא
ֹ ֽ ם ֶאת־ְבּ ִרי֔תוֹ ֶאת־ַאְבָרָ֖הם ֶאת־ִיְצָ֥חק ְוֶֽאת־ַיֲע
֙ ִהיCִ֖הים ֶאת־ַנֲאָקָ֑תם ַוִיְּזֹ֤כּר ֱאCָהֲעֹבָֽדה׃ ַוִיְּשַׁ֥מע ֱא
ֹ ִֽהים׃ וּCֶאת־ְבּ ֵ֣ני ִיְשָׂרֵ֑אל ַו ֵ֖יּ ַדע ֱא
חְת ֖נוֹ ֹכֵּ֣הן ִמְד ָ֑י ן ַוִיְּנַ֤הג ֶאת־ַהצּ ֹא֙ן ַאַ֣חר ַהִמְּדָ֔בּר ַוָיּ ֛ב ֹא
ֹ מֶ֗שׁה ָה ָ֥יה ֹרֶ֛עה ֶאת־ ֛צ ֹאן ִיְת ֥רוֹ
חֵֽרָבה׃
ֹ ִ֖היםCֶאל־ַ֥הר ָהֱא

2:23-3:1 A long time after that, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the bondage and
cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to God.
God heard their moaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. God looked
upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them.
Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 7:1
“Now Moses, tending the flock …” (Exod. 3:1) - Scripture states elsewhere: “Every word of God is tried; God is
a shield unto them that take refuge in God” (Prov. 30:5).
The Holy One, does not confer greatness upon a person until testing them in lesser things. Only then is that
person elevated to greatness. Two great men in the world were tested and found to be faithful before God
raised them to positions of greatness.
God tested David by means of a sheep.
What did David do? He led the sheep into the desert to keep them from feeding from the field of others, and
that is why his brother Eliab said to him: “With whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness”? (I
Sam. 17:28).
The Holy One said to him: You have been found trustworthy with regard to sheep, and so now I shall entrust
My flock to you that you may shepherd them, as it is written: “You shall shepherd My people Israel” (I Chron.
11:2). And Scripture likewise says: “From following the ewes that give suck God brought him to be shepherd
over Jacob, God’s people, and Israel, God’s inheritance (Ps. 78:71).
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