OR HAMIDBAR

SPIRITUAL JUDAISM IN THE DESERT
Parshat Ha’azinu, 5781 — Deut. 32:1-18

1-3

Give ear, O heavens that | may speak,
Let my teaching drop like rain,

like showers on the green,

For the name of the LORD do | call.

4-6

The Rock, His acts are perfect,

A steadfast God without wrong,

Did He act ruinously? No, his sons’ the fault -
To the Lord will you requite thus,

Is he not your father, your shaper,
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and let the earth hear my mouth’s utterances.
my saying flow like dew.

and like cloudbursts on the grass.

Hail greatness to our God.
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for all His ways are justice.

true and right is He.

A perverse and twisted brood.

base and unwise people?

He made you and set you unshaken?
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Remember the days of old, give thought to the years of ties past.

Ask your father, that he may tell you,
When Elyon gave estates to the nations,
He set out the boundaries of peoples,
Yes, the Lord’s portion is His people,

Septuagint 32:8

your elders, that they may say to you.
when he split up the sons of man.

by the number of the sundry gods.
Jacob the parcel of His estate.

When the Most High was apportioning nations, as he scattered Adam's sons, he fixed boundaries of nations

according to the number of divine sons.

Dead Sea Scrolls, 4Q37 — 4Q Deutj
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10-12

He found him in the wilderness land,
He encircled him, gave mind to him,
Like and eagle who rouses his nest,
He spread His wings, He took him.
The Lord did lead him,

13-14

He set him down on the heights of the land,
He suckled him honey from the crag
Cattle’s curd and milk of the flocks

And rams of Bashan and he-goats

And the blood of the grape you drank as mead.

15-18

And Jeshurun fattened and kicked —

and abandoned the God who had made him
He provoked Him with strangers,

They sacrificed to the demons, the ungods,
new ones just come lately,

The Rock your bearer you neglected
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in the waste of howling desert.

watched him like the apple of His.
over his fledglings he hovers,
He bore him on His pinion.
no alien God by His side.
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and he ate the bounty of the field.
and oil from the flinty stone.

with the fat of lambs

with the fat of kernels of wheat,
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you fattened, you thickened, grew gross —
and despised the Rock of his rescue.

with abhorrences he did vex Him.

gods they had not known,

whom their fathers had not feard.

you forgot the God who gave you birth.



